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place on the November 1986 ballot a proposal that beginning
i n 1988 t h e N e b r a ska Bo ar d o f Regents would be appointed by
the Governor as opposed to being elected as, of co u r s e , t h ey
are no w . Th e se appointments would be ratified by the
Legislature. They would be s ix- year t er m s essentially as
they are now. I want to clarify one thing at the outse t so
there isn't any confusion. T here a r e se v e r a l p r op o s a l s
deal in g wi t h h i ghe r educat io n i n our committee,
Const i t u t i on a l R e v is i o n a n d R e c r e a t i on . With the exception
of this one all were held and some of those other ones dealt
with the so-called super board, t he Superv i s o r y B o a r d , ever
a l l h i gh e r educ a t i on i n Neb r a s k a . Some had some of these
board members appointed and some elected various blends and
so forth and )ust at the outset I'd like to point out to you
that none of those are tied into this i ssue . Th i s i s a
simple, straightforward one dealing with appointing by the
Governor a s opp o s ed to electing Regents. Two committee
amendments basically, one is a r ather technical and
clarifying amendment, one is...well, I gu ess both ar e
substantive amendments. I ' l l t ake the technical one first.
I t wou l d s i m p l y de l e t e t he requirement that county lines be
followed when reg ent districts are set up b y t he
Legislature. Instead a m or e f l ex i b l e pr ov i s i on would
require the use of county l i nes o n l y w he n p r a ct i c ab l e and
this was necessary because of some Supreme Court , o n e man ,
one vote ruling several years ago. There is a contradiction
in the existing statutes. In one place it says county lines
shall be followed and another place it says county l i ne s
shal l b e f o l l ow e d whe n e ve r p o s s ib l o and the problem arises
with dis tricting Douglas County and , of course,
redistricting is required after each federal census a nd i t ' s
a difficulty with Douglas County i n car v i ng out r e gen t
districts of equal population and s t i l l h av i n g t o f o l l o w
county l i ne s . As a matter of fact, it is impossible, so
this simply says it shall be followed whenever practicable.
The other amendment is rather substantial. Those o f you
that have an interest in this resolution should p r ob ab l y
I s t e n a l i t t ' e b i t . A y ou k n ow t h er e ar e e igh t r e gen t s
n ow. T he r e a r e ei gh t r ege nt s . This would state that tnere
would e i t he r b e s ev en o r n i ne r ogen t s . The rationale in
t h i s i s t o av o i d t h e specter of t.e vote. I t was r at he r
i r o n i c in the recent. report of the commission, the Citizens
Commission o n Higher Educat i o n i n Neb r a sk a . I t wa s
presented tc the r egents and o n ac c e p t i n g or r e j e c t i n g
several of the proposals there were 4- 4 t i e v ot e s . Right
now the Legislature has the authority to set from six to
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