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of a retirement system. Senator Haberman and m yself and a
number of people that have spoke on the particular b i l l I
think agree that retirement systems are good, bu t we f eel
that the idea of mandating the system on t h e s e l o cal
political subdivisions is wrong. The i dea o f mandating
isn't all that foreign to what we' ve been discussing in this
Legislature this past year. We' ve di scussed mandating of
consolidation of school districts, L B 662. S ome people a r e
in favor of that, some people are against it, but it's not
foreign. We' ve discussed the idea. We spent a great d e a l
of time discussing seat belts where the federal government
comes in and says, you either adopt this approach or he r e
is going to be repercussions from i t. So the idea o f
mandatin g i sn ' t a l l that foreign to us in the body. B ut I
think in a lot of t imes i t j u st i sn ' t a l l t hat go od w h e n
we' re r e q u i r i ng them to take a particular approach. And
i t ' s interesting because a lot of times when we discuss
mandating app r o aches or mandating laws on t h e s e l oc al
p ol i t i ca l subd i v i s i o n s t h ey raise all kinds of s t ink a b ou t
i t and t h e y say , w e d on' t w a n t to be controlled by the
Legislature When it comes to open meeting l aws t hey w i l l
say, we d o n ' t w a n t a n y s o rt of controls placed upon us, but
in other instances it is all right. It 's all r ight when
it's to their benefit when they don't have to take the heat
for it and the only people that are going to t ake t h e h e a t
for this particular bill are the 49 senators i n t h i s b o d y .
We' re going to be the ones that they are going to be talking
about out in Grant County, o ut i n Cha s e County , o ut i n H a y s
County . The y ar e go i n g t o say, why is that Legislature
mandating upon us? Why are they forcing us to adopt this
particular program that is going t o i n c r e ase o ur p r o p e r ty
taxes? Those county officials a ren' t goi n g t o c a t c h t h e
heat for it, those county supervisors It is going to be
the Legislature and the state senators and I think it's just
plain stupid to be doing this. Thank you .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Se nator Wesely,would you l i ke t o c l o s e ,
please. We were speaking on the advancement of the bill.

SENATOR WESELY: T hank you , Mr . S p e ak er , I ' l l j u st t h a n k y o u
all for your support for t he b i l l . I t h i nk y ou know how
important it is that we finally allow these people a
retirement plan contrary to Senator Haberman's and Senator
Abboud' s pos i t i on . This is not out of the ordinary. What
is out of the ordinary is not to do this. All the other
systems are mandated. It's time we made this one mandated
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