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your particular employees. At this particular time some
counties have chosen to be a part of the retirement system.
We presently have 34 counties that are a part of it, but the
remaining counties within the state have chosen no t t o be a
part of the system. I think this is a n example. As I spo k e
e ar l i e r on t he h i l l when it came before us i n mid -March ,
approximately a month ago, was that the problem with this is
that you have local county officials and they' re always
complaining that the Legislature does too much, that we
mandate too much upon the local counties and as a r esu l t t h e
property taxes go up. Well, this is a perfect example of
where the Legislature comes in and mandates a pr og r a m a n d
i t ' s g oi ng t o increase the property taxes for the local
counties. I feel this is a bad bill. I feel this i s bad
l egi s l a t i o n . I f ee l t h at t h i s i sn ' t t he t ype of l e gi sl at i on
that we should be passing this year when we' re encourag i ng
property tax relief. I s uppor t Sena t o r H a b e r man ' s k i l l
motion . Th ank vou .

SPEAKER NICHOI.: Senator Lynch, t hen Sena to r Si eck .

SENATOR LYNCH: M emb e r s of the L eg]slature, i t i s an
interesting argument. You know ev e r y t h i ng . every s i n g l e
thing a county does is mandated by the State Legislature.
So when you use the argument that it is going to r aise t a x e s
when you mandate for them to do something, i t makes l i t t l e
sense at al l . Do es i t real l y ? Th i nk abou t t h at . They
conduct the elections, they run the courts, they administer
some welfare programs in some countres even yet. You know
t hey p r ov r d e f or t he a ssessin g of p r op er t y and t h e
registering of deeds and all of these are mandated benefits
and we expect them to raise taxes to provide these s erv i c e s .
S enator H a b e r man o r S e n a t o r A b b o u d or anybody e l s e , I wou l d
ask in your counties, what does a county provide in the way
of a service that they just v olunt a r i l y de ci d e d t o spend
money on ? Tel l me one . Now you can't think of any, can
you, bec a u s e t he r e a r en ' t any . Everyth i n g t h ey d o is
mandated and it i s so b as i c , so b as i c t o p r ov i d e a
retirement program. I ' ve got t o t e l l you , I ' v e been
reluctant to talk on the floor, I guess, because i t ' s so
well said by so ma ny others an d t he r e i s no sense i n
repeatrng it, but nobody can r epeat wha t I ' m go i ng t o t el l
you now. When I first came on the county b oard i n D o ug l a s
C ounty b ac k i n 19 60 w e had four people working for us i n
their nineties. The average age of the employee was 57.
Why? B e c ause w e h ad no retirement program and I t h i n k t he
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