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they don't support and suggested to me by others in this
body, that yo u may be raising a very sub stantial
const i t u t i o n a l q u e s t i o n. And I suspect that may well be
true. If you start looking at all the court decisions that
you can't prohibit people from voluntarily contributing to
campaigns without imposing freedom of speech restrictions, I
rather suspect it is just as logical that you could not
force a producer to pay to lobby for something that they
were opposed, e n f o r c e i t , and that is what you are talking
about. Now I understand the ills of agriculture more keenly
t han I w i s h e d I d i d . Bu t I don't believe and I don't think
anybody believes that LB 60 is the solution to all those.
We know that isn't the case. It is kind of a bit of a gross
exaggeration to portray LB 60 as somehow solving this.
Collec t i v e l y , agr i cu l t u r e has many opportunities to voice
its concerns. There are a variety of organizations that you
voluntarily belong to and that is the proper way t o do i t .
If we are not being able to do it effectively, t hat i s ou r
problem, but you d on't solve that problem by getting
government into the act in addition. And I would hope that
you would leave this bill dead and recognize a v ery ba s i c
policy that you can't force a private business to contribute
money for lobbying that t hey a r e opp o sed t o . I t r u n s
contrary to every principle I can think of. When you are
t a l k i n g ab o u t l obb y i n g for the business itself, i t i s a
totally different issue than government or some of the other
things that we strike at once i n a wh i l e t h a t l ob b i e s. But
to attempt to f orce individual pr oducers to p a y f o r
something they are opposed to is absolut e l y , j u st ab s o l u t e l y
wrong, and I would hope you would leave LB 60 dead.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Vickers, and then
Senator Pappas.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President and members, this is an
issue that is difficult I think for those of us w ho are i n
agriculture to really get a handle on. Senator Schmit, a
little bit ago, talked about the difficulties in agriculture
and the difficulties that he sees in the future and I share
t hose same co n c e r n s . I believe the difficulties that we
have in agriculture are going to be even more difficult in
t he nex t y e a r or t wo . I don't think we are at the bottom
yet. And, yes, I think that agriculture s hould be h e l p i n g
itself. And, yes, I think that the commodity checkof f
boards should be allowed to influence legislation. But I am
not w i l l i n g t o do t hat , I am not willing to allow them to
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