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i t ' s b ee n t h e right thing for school boards to do. Senator
Landis has had to deal with that i ssue, I k n o w , i n a sch o o l
area, and I' ve had to deal with that issue and the like, and
schools simply got closed. It is the prerogative of the
school board to make the decision to close a school. I f , i n
fact, we were to provide that an existing school district,
whether it be Omaha, or Lincoln, o r a Cl a ss I I I , o r a
Class II, that the folk who attended the school c o u l d v o t e
on the closing, I think we would have made a very damaging
change to the law, a very damaging change to the law, and we
w ould hav e r e al l y e r od e d or emasculated the authority of
loca l sch o o l b oa rd s . People i n t h e end w ork t h r o u g h
representative bodies. If a representative body makes the
tough dec>sion to close your school, which i t c ou l d w e ll do
in Omaha, what you do is you go to the school body, that
s chool b o a rd , a n d you pu s h , and you p u l l , and you t ug , and
you beg , and y o u p l e ad , a n d you ca j o l e , a nd y o u t hr e a t e n ,
a nd you d o ev er yt h i n g i n yo u r po wer y o u c a n h oping t o k e e p
the school open. B u t in the end the buck stops with them.
I f yo u s t i l l d on ' t l i ke t hem f o r what they did, you vote
them out of office. But if we give everybody the vote, as
to whether or not his or h e r school co u l d c l os e , we are
emasculating representative democracy, and it should not be
done. Now we have given the Class I people the v ote a s t o
whether or not their school s hould b e c l o s e d bec a u s e t he y
have the right today. They have that absolute right today.
I nasmuch as we ar e wo r k i n g on r eo r g a n i z a t i o n , o r on
a f f i l i at zo n , w e a r e pr e se rv i ng t he r i g h t . Bu t p eop l e in
Omaha don't have that right today to vote on schoo l c l o s i ng ,
and t h en I ' l l g i ve them that right, frankly, v io l a t e s
representative government, it violates a precept or
p rinc i p l e . I t wou l d be a b ad p o l i cy . It should not be
done. I oppose Senator Schmit's amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Beutler, please.

S ENATOR BEUTLER: Se n a t o r Schmit, a question, if I may, o n
the mechanics of this particular amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL:
respond p l ease .

SENATOR SCHNIT: Yes, Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER:
the urban areas .

Senator Schmit. Senator Schmit,would you

Senator J ohnson has addr essed h imsel f t o
But with regard to the rural areas if, for


