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somehow the "fudger" will be able to take advantage of
whatever the average levy is across the State o f N e b r a ska .
N ow we have g ot t o d o so me real hard things and the first
thing that we have to do is we have got to establish a
method of financing education which does not mortgage the
future. Senator Warner knows how bad it is to mortgage the
f utur e and wh at h appe n s is that we cav alierly pass
legislation which we do n ot f u nd knowi n g t hat t h e
Legislature in the succeeding year or the year thereafter
will have to take up the funding and that is mortgaging the
future. That is a serious mistake to make. What I am doing
with Senator Schmit's amendment is I am at t empt i n g a g a i n i n
good faith and with all due r espect a n d r eg a r d f or t h e
s eriousness o f Sen a t o r Schmit about his amendment, I am
attempting to prevent a serious mortgage on the future. I
am saying our target goal in 1989 is a system that allows or
r equi res o n l y 4 5 p e r c e n t of local budgets to come from the
property tax. And Senator Schmit will probably. . .or Senato r
D eCamp wil l p r ob a b l y e x p la i n w h e n this bill comes back to
Select File that really puts the State of Nebraska more
c losel y i n t h e dr i ve r ' s seat on financing education which is
where it ought to be. But the language doesn't mortgage the
future. It doesn't cause our successors e n o rmous g r i e f and
pain and more importantly it doesn't hamstring local boards
o f educa t i o n . I t r ea l l y doe s retain that basic concept of
local control and tax autonomy. Senator Schmit says, well,
h ow are we go i n g t o en f or c e a 45 pe r c en t a c r o s s t h e bo a rd
budget? H o w ar e we go i n g t o do that? Well, the truth of
the matter is that we do that only by ensuring t hat t he
state lives up to its r esponsib i l i t y i n p r ov i d i n g t h e s tate
aid that is contemplated by this kind of language. We
become the enforcers and we become it on ourselves which is
where t h e buc k . . .wh e re i t ought to be, which is where it
o ught t o be be c a u s e i n t h e e n d w e a r e t he school b o ar d f o r
the children of our state. The Nebraska Constitution lays
one primary responsibility on the State Legislature and that
is to provide for the common education of children in our
state in schools. And so by putting the monkey on our backs
with this amendment, we bec o me t h e o n e s who h av e t o t a k e
full responsibility for making certain that money i s t h e r e
so that local school districts will n ot h av e t o h ave m o r e
than 45 percent of their budgets come from local property
taxes. It is a responsible change. It is the better way to
go and again I would ask your support.

SPEAKER NICHOL: The question is the return of the bill for

3143


