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and reorganize , et cet e r a , et cetera, et cetera. W e ll you
have heard Senator DeCamp over the years and you know there
has always been a member in our b ody wh o i s g i v en t o
hyperbole which means exaggeration. Sometimes m ans gross
exaggeration. Now the truth in fact is that severability,
on severability, as Senator Landis pointed out, w hen th i s
Legislature made it clear that affiliation was t o be a
recognized reorganization procedure a nd when we k n o w t h a t
affiliation totally and absolutely preserves t he l oca l
school in the Class I district, w hich i t ab so l u t e l y d o e s ,
when that happens then in effect there are now two paths to
be followed. One is there can be a merger path and in the
merger path we have done everything we can to pr e s erve t he
local vote. A n d the o ther path i s t h e re can be an
affiliation path where the local vote is totally preserved.
There is no constitutional question about the preserving of
that local vote. So we simply say that if t he merger p a t h
is adopted then at least in terms of whether or not this
local vote is a constitutional question, and S e n a to r L a mb
has . . aised t h e c onst i t u t i on a l q u e s ti o n i ssu e , w e ough t n o t
t o l et t he wh ol e b i l l hang in jeopardy on that
constitutional question. So we put severability in on that
and on that alone, nothing else, that alone. And secondly
in terms of tax equity, in my view a f f i l i at z o n d oe s j a r t h e
tax equity issue some, genuinely does. I have neve r b e en a
supporte r of af f i l i a t i on , never h a v e b e en . On t h e other
hand rural people believe that affiliation is a necessary
product for them to have to be able to totally protect and
preserve their integrity and so I again am willing, if
affiliation is handled carefully, thoughtfully, to a l low
that to occur. That does, however, disturb tax equity, but
by no means does it set it totally asunder, by no means does
it set it totally asunder.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR V. J OHNSON: Fin ally in t erms of th e Schmit
amendment I want you to understand that the supporters of
t hi s b i l l ar e es se n t i a l l y p r ep a r e d to follow the property
tax relief issue, but it needs to be done in a thoughtful
manner and as I will discuss with you later on, t here i s a
t hought fu l m a nner i n h a n d li n g t h a t a n d I ' l l t e l l you w h a t i t
is. This particular amendment that we' re now d oing on 6 6 2
does not disturb the Schmit l anguage, d oe s no t eve n t ouc h
the Schmit language. It is left in the bill. With that I
would move that the bill be returned to Select File.
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