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earmarking is nothing new as far as cigarette t ax money i s
c oncerned. W e a l s o have one cent cigarette tax money that
goes for the Nebraska Outdoor Recreation Development Fund.
And, Senator Rex, don't ask me what that is, please. We
h ave one cen t d e v o ted t o the Nebraska Cancer Research F und.
And then there is the University Buildings Renovation a nd
Land Acquisition Fund, in addition to the State College
B uild i ng s Renovat i o n a n d Land Acquisition Fund. A nd as a n
end, we have the Nebraska Capital C onstruc t i o n F u n d . So
earmarking taxes from cigarettes is nothing new and I do not
k now why some people a r e so hard-nosed in thinking that they
should s t o p i t at t h i s p oi n t . I think we might be bordering
on being hypocritical in this regard. Cigarette tax money
-an be used for the betterment of all Nebraska and I suggest
to you that how can we better Nebraska than by help ing ou r
scholarship fund in this day and age when parents ar e b e i n g
hard put finding a way of putting their chi l d re n t h r o u gh
col l e ge . And an ot he r thing is the Land, Soil, Waters
Development Fund and the Economic Development Fund . As a
matter of fact, I have seen what DED can do i n my t own when
the "pack" was closed and they helped people t rai n an d g e t
t hei r j ob s b ack . I think there is a great opportun i t y , a
great potential out there for economic development funds
that we just haven't begin to utilise and this would offer
us a splendid opportunity to do so without delving into the
general fund in the event the feds do not take up this tax.
I would oppose the committee a mendments . Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Warner.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, I would rise to support t h e
committee amendments and to comment on a couple of aspects
of earmarking. E armarking is the way to lock in, set the
highest priority for the future of limited state funds. You
e armark t h e r eve n ue for a specific purpose and the n i t
becomes much more difficult to enact. Secondly, it is not
an unusua l p r o c e d ur e t o attempt to tie a tax increase and a
t ax e x p e n d i t u r e pu r p o s e together in the hopes o f may b e i n g
able to get the necessary 25 v otes . Som e p e o p l e vote f or
t he pu r p o s e t h at z.s being p r op o s ed . Ot he r s vote f o r
increase in the tax. Those two considerations ought t o b e
done sep a r a t e l y . Th ey are separate matters. I f i t i s
proper to tax cigarettes at 26 cents, then that ought to be
made the decision, w hatever t h e p u r p ose o f t hat r e v enue i s
t o be . I f i t is proper to fund these three i tems over a n d
above a n y ot he r p r ogr am of state government, t hen t h at
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