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the committee amendments.

SPEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r Var d Joh n s on .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: I am g oing to h ave a Page p a ss t h i s
out. The amendment that I am offering is, accord in g t o Er i c
W ill wh o w o rk s w i t h m e , a technical amendment that has been
brought to us b y t h e Department o f R e v enue . I a l l ud ed
earlier to the issue of the cigarette dealers' fee for
collecting the cigarette tax. Right now we currently allow
the cigarette dealer 5 percent of the 18 cent tax collected.
He gets 5 percent of the taxes that he collects, w hich r i g h t
now ar e 18 cen t s on a package o f c i ga r e t t e s . Wel l ,
obviously, this bill will increase the amount of cigarette
tax fr o m 18 c e n ts t o a max i m um possib i l i t y of 26 cents p e r
package. And the question is, should the cigarette dealer
be allowed that same 5 percent figure on the new taxes that
he collects or should it be something less than t h a t ? And
the Revenue Committee said it should be something less than
that. Five percent is probably pretty high to b egin wi t h
but for the additional tax it should only be 4 percent.
That is what the amendment does. My reco l l e c t i o n i s t h at we
have somewhat similar language in the committee amendment
but that this simply according to the Department of Revenue
makes the committee amendment work co r r e c t l y . And with
that, I would offer the amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Lundy, please.

SENATOR LUNDY: (No response.)

S PEAKER NICHOL; S e n a t o r P a ppas .

SENATOR PAPPAS: M r. Speaker , co l l ea g u es , w ould Se n a t o r
Johnson respond to several questions?

SPEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r V a r d J o h n son .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Yes, I sure shall , S e n a t o r Pa p pas.

S ENATOR PAPPAS: Than k yo u , S e n a t o r J ohnson. . . S enato r V a r d
J ohnson, b y t h e w a y .

SENATOR V. J OHNSON: Yes .

SENATOR P A P PAS : Your technical amendment, l i t t l e
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