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p rovi s i o n and so I wou l d not entertain that kind of an
amendment.

SENATOR PIRSCH: I guess my concern rs that we have all
h eard o f abu s e s o f a n y p r o g r a m that is established in our
.".tate an d t he ADC was originally started i n t h e 193 0 s t o
. .elp ou t t h o s e f ami l i es w h o ...where one parent was missing
and they needed support. Assistance now as i n t h en i s
available to families in which a responsible parent or the
breadwinner is dead, absent, disabled and of c o u r s e f o r t he
unemployed we have unemployment benefits. But when t h e A FDC
program was first established, the death of t he f a t he r w a s
the major basis for eligibility. C urrent l y o v e r 8 0 p e r c e n t
of the families receiving AFDC are eligible because a parent
is absent from the home and 30 percent of those children are
born of unmarried parents. I wonder what we are doing in
our country today in e stablishing s upport and pe rh a p s
contributing to the breakup of the family and the e x t e n ded
f ami l y . I do t hi nk we ne e d t o gi ve s upport t o t h o s e wh o a r e
desperately in need, but I see more and more that many times
we are not helping the families of America by doing this. I
supported the committee amendments. I don't know that I can
support this amendment of Senator Johnson's.

S ENATOR BEUTLER: S e n a t o r N e lso n .

SENATOR NELSON: Nr. President, may I ask a few questions of
Senator J o h nson' ?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Y es .

SENATOR NELSON: I admit I' ve not done my homework far
e nough a nd l ong enou g h o n this particular legislation.
Could you relate to me the additional benefits that the ADC
parents do get, that is in subsidized renting, medica l ca r e ,
f ood st am p s ' ? I gu ess t hat I h av e he ar d and t o he ar
something and to be correct I don't usually always call them
the same thing, that we' re talking about up to about $ 700 o r
$750 a month. Am I correct or am I entirely wrong? Just
a sking .

S ENATOR V. JOHNSON: Y o u a re en t i r e l y w ro n g .

SENATOR NELSON: Boy, he didn't elaborate a bi t , so I don ' t
know any more than I did before.
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