
A pri l 9 , 19 8 5 LB 632

Mr. President, on LB 632 it was a bi l l t h a t w a s i nt r od u c ed
b y S e n a to r Vard J oh n s on , Sen a t o r C hambers a n d Sen a t o r
Goodrich . (Title read.) Th e bill was read on January 22.
It was referred to Public Health and Welfare for hearing.
The bill was advanced to General File. There are committee
amendments p ending by P ublic Health and Welfare,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely, the amendments.

SENATOR WESELY: Th a nk you . Mr. Speaker, mem bers , the
amendments significantly change the fiscal impact of the
b i l l and I ' d ca l l you r at t e nt i o n t o t h em . As the bill was
originally introduced they would raise the ADC payment level
from a $280 figure to a minimum of $400 wh i c h i s a $ 12 0
i ncrease . Th i s p r op o s a l was b r o u gh t t o u s by Sen at o r s
Johnson, Cha mber s an d Goo d r i ch . We did have a le ngthy
hearing and excellent testimony from those in support of the
bill, but the concern of t he committee was t h e cost
implications of raising the ADC payments by that level and
so the committee amendment would lower that $400 level back
down to $300. Presently, as I said, the payment l evel i s
$280, s o we w o u l d go f r om $280 t o $30 0 . Th at ' s ab out a
sixth of the cost of the bill as introduced so i f y ou ' l l
look at the fiscal note you can pretty well estimate the
cost of the bill under the committee amendment as one-sixth
of what you see on the fiscal note. T he present s t a n d ard o f
need figure in the statutes is $293, but we o nly f u n d $ 2 8 0
of that standard of need. Senator Johnson felt, and the
committee agrees, that setting a st andar d of nee d at a
reasonable level and then not funding it is not a good idea
and so that is why the language is that at least that amount
o f money w i l l b e pa i d i n AD C p a yment s . This is to make sure
that we don't raise the standard of need and not actually
c orrespond i n g l y i nc r e a s e t he payments . So even though we
have a $ 293 s t a n d a r d of need we only pay $280 so it is the
$280 figure that we will be raising as well as the $293
figure to $300 for both the standard of need and the payment
l evel . Th e f i gu r e w a s arrived at by the committee after
looking at other states and finding for instance Iowa had a
$305 payment and some other border states were in that ball
park and so the feeling was that would not be an
u nreasonabl e i nc r e as e and that is what the committee
amendment would call for. I'd ask your support for the
committee amendment.
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