
A pri l 9 , 1 9 8 5 LB 333

SENATOR BEUTLER: We may have something set up from general
appropriations of that nature, but certainly nothing set up
from a specific identified source of revenue. Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: S enat o r Vickers is ne xt, but may I
introduce some guests in the north balcony of Senator
Chambers. Th e r e ar e 60 f ou r t h g r ade students from Walnut
Hill School in Omaha and with them are three parents and six
teachers. Would you please stand and be r ecognized by t h e
Legis l a t u r e . Thank you . Senator Vi cke r s , t hen Senator
Barrett, then Senator Warner. S enator V i c k e r s .

SENATOR VICKERS: N r . President, members, I, too, rise to
support Senator Chambers in his motion and I at the same
t ime need t o i nd i ca t e t h at I think LB 333 is an important
bill. I think the intent of LB 333 is very good. I t h i n k
it is appropriate that the state, as pointed out by Senator
Chambers, does set a higher priority in the c aring and t h e
prevention of child abuse among our children. But the same
time I say that I think the fee structure outlined in LB 333
is totally unfair. I would ask y ou t o l ook u p at t h e
balcony. L ook at those children t hat a r e her e . Do you
believe that only their parents should pay for their
education? Do you believe that the need for education is a
societal need and that everybody should pay o r onl y p e op l e
that have children should pay? It's almost the same issue .
It occurs to me that because the concern is that we c annot
get the funds from the Appropriations Committee for various
things, maybe we should say that in order to fund education
w e should h av e a $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 charge for every birth certificate
so that you, and then build up a fund, so that you in effect
pay for the education the moment the child is born. I don' t
think we really would want to do that. Maybe we should say
that only people with P h.D.' s sho u l d p a y f or e d u c a t i o n
b ecause o b v i o u s l y t hey h a v e been e ducated o r set up a
graduated scale. I ca n think of wonderful amendments.
Maybe we should find a vehicle and we can fund education
after all si nce w e can't get the funds from the
Appropriations Committee to do it. We could pe r haps have a
graduated scale so the higher the education that you' ve got,
the more you have to pay for education. The lo wer e d u ca t i o n
you have , t h e l es s you ha v e t o p ay b e c a u se obviously y ou
d idn' t u s e i t as much. It would be wonderful f or t h ose o f
us who didn't complete their high school educat io n I
suspect. But the fact of the matter is we believe that the
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