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factor. We wanted this, we desired it. The only reason we
backed away from it was because of the engineering and
safety studies that were presented t o u s . So I s ay to y o u
that there are two things to consider, those studies which
we had be f or e u s and , number two, the immediate cost which
y ou would be ask i n g s c h oo l b o a r d s to assume in buying new
vehicles, because to apply or i nsta l l v eh i c l e s w o u l d n o t be
a manufacturer installed safety device. I, therefore, have
to speak against it, not because I am against safety for
chi l d re n i n schoo l b uses, bu t b ec au s e of t he se ot he r
problems which we will address next year. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Senator Goll, did you wish recognition now?

SENATOR GOLL: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I passed pr ev i o u s l y . I
was waltzing for some information to come from my office.
Mr. Pres=dent and members, I would l i ke t o sh ar e something
with you. F irst of all, seat belts and the idea o f sea t
b elt s i n scho o l bu s e s i s l au da b l e . I want to tell you that
in my district, in my county, in a town not far from where I
l iv e we h ave h ad t wo , and I r epeat, two school bus
accidents. In both cases these accident s w ere sev e r e . I
d on' t t h i n k I need t o t e l l you that the people that live in
that area, who have children that attend that public school,
are ver y c o n c e r ned abou t t he future safety in school buses.
But there is a problem at this time with seat belts in
school buses. First of all, there a r e h u n d r e ds a nd h u n d re ds
of school buses out there that are not e q u i p ped w ith s e a t
bel t s . Th e co st , as I understand, to equip a school b u s i s
somewhere between $1,000 and $1,500 to $2,000 per unit. Now
this isn't very much money, but t he p r o b l e m i s do i n g i t and
doing it so that the belts wil l f u nct i on . Now I ' d l i k e t o ,
i n a v e r y b r i ef w a y , share some information with you. This
is a document, dated December 12, 1984. "Seat belt s f l unk
Canadian t e s t . C oll i s i o n t e st c ond u c t e d b y th e Ca n a d i a n
government, using instrumented dummies and t h r e e s i ze s o f
pupil transport vehicles indicate that children wearing seat
belts appeared to fare worse than those unbelted i n t h i s
p articular crash." Thi s comes from the Department of
Transport in Ottawa. It was cautioned, however, that a
different type of crash could produce different findings,
and they are still studying these results in Canada. The
N ationa l S c h o o l Transportation Association's prime concern
is the safety of children that its members transport daily
from home to school and from school t o h o me . In fact, the
association which was founded continues because they are
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