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SENATOR PAPPAS: ( Response i naudi b l e . )

PRESIDENT: Se nator Goll passes. Senator La b e dz , d o you
wish to speak on this amendment, the Vickers amendment?

SENATOR LABEDZ: Just a couple of sentences, Mr. President.
I can' t se e how anyone on the floor of this L egis l a t u r e
would vote against safety seat belts on a bus fo r c hi l d r en .
That, to me, is the most important thing that has been
brought up outside of Senator H all ' s . Senator Ha l l ' s was
maybe first, but I would say that this is probably the most
i mportant . I can j u st see it. I noticed u p i n t h e
balconies today, bo th sides were filled with little
children.. some of them probably not more than seven or eight
years old. Then I look outside of theoffice window and I
see lines of b uses that b rought t ho se chi l d r en . Th ey
sometimes come hundreds of miles just to see the Legislature
i n ac t i o n . I t h i nk t ho se ch i l d r e n s h o u l d b e pro t e c t ed . I
think they, too, should be buckled up. Thank you .

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r M o r e head, then Senator He f n e r .

SENATOR MOREHEAD: Mr. President and members o f t h e b o d y , I
totally concur with Senator Labedz, and Senato r V i ck e r s , and
all of those that are concerned for the safety of children
and school bus safety belt l eg i s l at i on . We d i d d iscu s s
this. In fa ct, Senator Schmit and I, between o urse l v e s ,
agreed that we were going to address t h xs i s su e ne x t year ,
independently of the b i l l wh i ch we h ave b e f or e u s . The
reason that we said independently was for two items. First
of all to immediately require, with i n 9 0 d a y s , t h at a l l t he
school bu se s , ove r 10 passengers, have safety belts
i nsta l l e d i n t he m woul d n o t be manufacture installed safety
b el t s . Scho ol bu ses are stressed differently than other
p assenger v e h i c l e s . Th ey d o no t . . . t hey c a n no t h a v e s h o u l d e r
straps with them. There is a study that is coming from
Canada, and we are waiting for that study, in fact, which
shows, and I think I addressed t hi s o n Genera l Fi l e deb a t e ,
t hat i f a ch i l d i s bu c k l e d i n wi t h a lap belt, with no
shoulde" restraint, and there is an accident, it t ends t o
throw the child into the seat ahead of them with t he s e a t
projecting up. Now t h ere are problems inherent i n t he
design of the school bus and the way that those belts can be
s tressed an d d e s i g n e d . That is absolutely the only r e ason
t hat we e l i m in a t e d school buses from this because we , t oo ,
feel that children should have that additional safety
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