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highway money, and the way it is stated that we don't have
to pass it, two-thirds of the states have to, but I think
that if we are going to pass it and there has been strong
support for it, that the fine s hould be a r e as o n abl e o n e ,
one that is not excessive, and one t h a t pe op l e c an af f o r d .
We' ve watered the bill down to say that you have to be
stopped for another violation, but yet we c o n t i n u e t o
impose, I think, a rather heavy f i ne . I t h i nk t h at i f we
are go ing t o have a wat e r e d d o w n bill, we ought to have a
fine that suits the bill. I think $10 is acceptable, I
don't think it is excessive and it gets the point across. I
would appreciate your support of this a mendment. Th a n k y o u .

PRESIDENT: Senator Morehead and then Senator Labedz.

SENATOR MOREHEAD: Mr. P r e s i d e n t and members of the body,
obviously, as the prime introducer of this bill I h ave t o
oppose Se n a t o r Hal l ' s a mendment b e c a u s e he re a s on t h at we
put a $25 fine i nto th is is because that it meets the
guidelines that we were attempting to meet t hrough t h e
Department of Transportation. T hose mi n i mum gu i d e l i n e s w e r e
$25. It is incredible to me when we look at the benefits
that t h i s b i l l h as f o r us as a state, for the people of our
state, that we are n i t - p i ck i n g o n, I know it is not
ni t - p i ck i ng t o t hose p eo p l e wh o ar e introducing these
amendments, but we are thinking about every little, t i ny
exception that maybe could happen. M aybe we' l l b a c k u p a n d
our seat belt won't be on, or maybe we' ll roll over the curb
and our seat belt won't be on, and s omebody w i l l s top us .
Y es, t h e r e a r e a l w ay s t h o s e exceptions out there. T here a r e
some small exceptions, but we have to look at the overall
benefi t of t he b i l l . Now in attempting to do the r igh t
t h in g al l t he way along, not only for t he p eo p l e of
Nebraska, for the safety and the health and th e w e l l - be i n g
for their pocket books, individually as taxpayers, a nd f o r
our pocket books collectively as taxpayers, we tried to meet
t he g u i de l i nes a nd i n me et i ng t he g u i d e l i n es t he gu i d e l i n es
said $25 mi n i m um f i n e . Now when w e k n ow th er e i s only a
$10 fine out there on the interstate for breaking that law,
ten miles an hour, you a re m o r e c a r e l e s s , aren' t y ou ,
because you s a y , we l l , i t ' s o n l y t en do l l ar s . But if it' s
$25 the n you say , oh, ye s , i t ' s $25, t h at make s a
difference. That $15 makes a di f f e r e n ce . So on t he bas i s
of, number one, meeting the federal guidelines, and, number
t wo, e n c ou r a g i n g p e o p l e even more strongly to fasten their
safet y be l t , I wou l d h ave t o op po se Senator Ha l l ' s
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