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a ri se ?

SPEAI ER NICHOL: Senator Beutler, then Senator Morehead.
Senator Morehead. Senator Haberman, f or what p u r p ose d o y o u

SENATOR HABERMAN: A p o int of o rder , I gue s s , o r pe r s o n a l
p ri v i l e g e .

SPEAKER NICHOL: State your point to the Chair, please.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Due to Senator Morehead being correct and
my amendment not being in the New Jersey law, I w ish t o
withdraw my amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: No objections,s o ordered . Ok a y , we h av e
another amendment to the Hoagland amendment. W e are now
back to the Hoagland amendment, Hoagland, Va rd J ohn s o n ,
Beutler, whatever, to that amendment without being amended.
I have many l i gh t s on . I don ' t t h i n k y o u w i s h t o speak t o
that. I thought you were wishing to speak t o t h e H a b e rman
a mendment How e v er , che ck yo u r lights to see if this is
true. S enator Beutler, d id you w i sh t o sp eak t o t h e
amendment? A l l r i gh t , a nd then Senato r L a n d i s after that.

S ENATOR BEUTLER: Mr . Sp ea k e r , members of the Legislature,
again to refresh your memory, t hi s amendment i s es s e n t i a l l y
the same as the Chambers-Haberman amendment except t hat i t
allows a 5 percent penalty, xn ef f e c t , f or mi t i g at i on of
damages if you are not wearing a s eat b e l t , an d, as h as b e e n
explained to you, that is to bring it in accordance with the
f edera l g u i d e l i ne s . Now there was some confusion before and
maybe there is some residual confusio n abo u t h ow t h i s
particular provision relates to the question of sl ight
versus gross negligence and there was some fear or s uspic i o n
that it had to do with that question, and others were
s tanding u p and say i n g , no, it has nothing to do with i t ,
and I a m t e l l i ng y o u i t ha s no t h i ng t o do wi t h i t an d I wan t
to tell you why. When you get into a lawsuit, there are
really two or three areas that you have to deal w i t h . On e
is the area of liability and that is one of the first areas
you deal with. Yo u have to determine whether a particular
i ndi v i d u a l i s l i ab l e or no t . Centra que st i on . In making
that determination, that is where you get into the slight
v ersus g r o s s n e g l i ge n c e comparison. That is where you get
into the question of whether the contributory negligence was
so much that the p erson who commits the contributory
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