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you know where I am coming from, I am not saying anything to
help the attorneys and I am sure all of you know that I have
been many times against their proposals that I f el t w o u l d
cheat the people who had a legitimate right to go to court
and o b t a i n pr op e r dama ges. In this case where they are
saying that we have to have this in the seat belt law, that
if you don't wear your seat belt, you could be given less
compensation for an accident, I want to address two things
here. If C arol Pirsch, Senator Carol Pirsch got a phone
cal l r i ght now and t hey sa i d , Senator Pi r sch , y ou r h u sb a n d
has j us t been r us h ed t o the hospital in Omaha wit h a
possib l e h e a r t at t ack , i s i t po ss i b l e t ha t S enator P i r sc h
would j ump i n t h e c ar and not wear her seat belt because she
i s so excited and try to g e t to Omaha and get to her
h usband? A n d z s it not possible that on the w ay she c o u l d
have an accident, not her fault, would it be fair because in
her state of mind she forgot to put a s eat b e l t on w h e n s h e
normally wears it, that her whole case would be th r own ou t
of court? I d on 't think that is fair. As re gards t o
Senator Chambers' remarks about the automobile industry
having no concern about safety, Senator Chambers, I have to
a gree wi t h y o u w hen yo u l o o k b a c k at the Pinto and how they
measured the amount of damages they would lose if people got
killed in that accident as compared to if they moved the gas
tank in it. But by the s ame token , S e n a t o r C hambers, y o u
and I bo t h h as a l w ay s b e en together when it comes to jobs
for the working men and working women. I f we d o not pass
the seat belt l aw the way the fe deral government has
mandated, the way the Reagan administration has mandated,
and we are not in compliance, then they will go with this
balloon thing that they keep talking about that can pop out
any time in your face and it will cost five, six, seven
hundred dollars, I don't know how much but I have been told
a s low as $ 500 and a s h i g h a s $700 more . I do n ' t b uy a new
car ev er y y ear bu t I know some people that do t rade c a r s
every year. Now an additional c ost o f s i x , seve n hun d r e d
dollars on a new car could very well cause them not to buy a
new car. So wh at i s t h e po i nt I am mak i ng ? A utomobi l e
s ales woul d go d ow n . I haven ' t b oug h t a new c ar, S e n a t o r
Chambers . I dr i v e a 1981 For d and m y h u s b and d r i v e s a 198 0
Oldsmobile but they are getting up to a hun d r e d t h o u s and
miles an d we f i gu r e it is getting to the point where we
ought to trade th e 1980 anyway. But eve ry au tomobile
manufactured in the United States today creates seven to
eight other types of businesses that provide jobs.
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