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SPEAKER NICHOL: Se nat o r Labedx and members o f t h e
Legislature, I hope I can have your attention for a minute.
This i s b a d , b a d , b a d . We started out with a seat belt law
here that was a penalty of a misdemeanor. Gee, you are not
out there committing murder by having a seat belt fastened
or not having a seat belt fastened. We are getting our foot
in the door with comparative fault. That i s wh a t we ar e
doing. You notice those who are supporting it, lawyers on
the floor, lawyers. Of course, it wil l b e a gr e a t t h i ng t o
come in and say, well, you didn't have your s e a t b e l t on so
you a r e do ck e d 5 pe r ce n t . Hi t by a d runk dr i v e r a
100 percent at fault, but because of a little technicality
here that the Legislature thought was important, you don' t
get 5 percent of what you really have coming. I f you h a v e
100 percent coming, you should have 100 percent c oming , not
because of a little seat belt law. I support the seat belt
b il l up t o now. Th i s i s wr on g , ladies and gentlemen, to
inject this into this bill and I hope you defeat it soundly.
Senator Hoagland, why didn't you bring this up to the
committee? Why wasn't this heard in the hearing?

SENATOR HOAGLAND: We ll, let me say, Senator Nichol, that
this does not do anything about adopting comparative fault

SPEAKER NICHOL: We l l , wai t a minute, why didn't you have
this brought up in the hearing? Why wasn't this discussed
i n th e h e a r i n g ?

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Well, it wasn't clear that this issue was
g oing t o d e v e l o p i n t h e b i l l , Sen a t o r N i c h o l .

SPEAKER NICHOL: We l l , so the point is made...thank you,
Senator Hoagland, the point is made it was not t aken up i n
the hearing and I would suggest that perhaps many would not
have voted for the advancement of the seat belt if this
thing was injected into the bill. I may be a l on e on t h i s
s i tu a t i o n but I am t e l l i ng you t h i s i s ba d l aw , and as
Senator Vard Johnson admitted it, he admitted that it is bad
t o p ut t h i s i nt o t h i s b i l l . This i s wr ong , l ad i e s and
gentlemen, to put this xnto this b i l l . I f you wa n t t o h av e
comparative fault, then have xt but have it out in the open
a s to what it is. I don't think Senator John DeCamp really
bel i e ve s t h xs i s go od . I d on ' t believe that S enator
Morehead really believes this is good but she is going to
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