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Nebraska. A n d Se n a tor J ohnson raised the question as to
whether there might be some circumstances under which it
w ould be n e c essary f o r a public body to meet outside the
State of Nebraska. So what this amendment does is it opens
up a little teeny exception to Senator Vickers' amendment.
And let me remind you that Senator Vickers' amendment to the
open meetings law was a General File amendment without the
benefit of public debate. This amendment opens up a little
teeny exception to Senator Vickers' amendment which says
that, yes, public meetings have to be conducted in the State
of Nebraska unless clearly necessary for the conduct of the
public business. And the intention of that is to open up a
l i t t l e e x c e p t i o n t o al l ow a p u b li c body to have a meeting
outside of Nebraska if it h as t o b e do n e f or some reason
that we can't anticipate. And my point in bringing this
amendment is that we just d on't k now every t h i n g . There are
hundreds and hundreds o f p u b l i c b odies t h a t f a l l wi t hi n t he
purview of the open meetings law and as we sit h ere on t h e
f loor , I don ' t t h i nk we can anticipate each a nd e v e r y
p ossibl e s i t ua t i o n. I c an c er t ai n l y s e e a situation where
it might be necessary to have a meeting outside the state
and I would hate for our statutes to foreclose that i f i t
w ere c l ea r l y nece s s a r y . So that is th e gi st of t he
amendment, Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vickers and then Senator Abboud.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr . President and members, I ri se t o
oppose the Hoagland amendment. I think it is rather strange
that Senator Hoagland who has been very active in the common
cause movement in the past and I be l i ev e was pr ob a b l y
i ns t r u menta l xn m a k in g sure that the open meetings law was
i n p l ac e i n d i ca t i ng t h at an y bo d y . . .any pu b l i c bod y wi t hi n
this state had to follow the provisions of the o pen meet i n g s
law, had to let notices to the public and all those throngs
that are in the open meetings law, would now say that
because of some concern that there might be a need for this
body to meet outside of the S tate o f N e b r a s k a , o utside o f
where their constituency is at, would try to put this little
hole in that provision. I believe the law was fairly clear
to begin with but it was not perfectly clear. That was the
purpose for the amendment that I got adopted t o LB 1 17 , t o
make it perfectly clear that State of Nebraska public bodies
meet within the State of Nebraska and I cannot think of any
r eason why a p u b l i c b o d y s h ou l d conduct a public meeting to
make decisions affecting the public outside of the State of
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