
A pri l 2 , 1 9 8 5 LB 493

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays on adoption of committee amendments.

PRESIDENT: Committee amendments are adopted. What remains
on the b i l l ? Sena t o r C h i z ek , y o u may ex p l a i n t h e b i l l .

SENATOR CHIZEK: Mr. President, members, LB 4 9 3 a d d r e sses a
problem that we have in our state with our young people who
are exposed to situations that perhaps they don't fully
understand t h e c ons e q uences. Unfortunately there is a
portion of our adult population that contribute to thxs
problem. Some startling facts come to light w hen y o u
examine the problems w ith you n g peo p l e a nd a l c o h o l .
Although teenagers comprise only 8 percent of the driver
p opulat i on , a n d . . .

PRESIDENT: (Bell.) I have to find some way to stay awake.
Excuse me, Senato r C h i z ek , g o a h e ad .

SENATOR CHIZEK: ...and account for only 6 percent o f t h e
vehic l e m i l e s t r av e l e d , t hey a d d u p t o 17 p er c e n t o f a l l
accidents, 15 percent of al l dr u nk dr i v er acc i d ent s .
I nsuranc e c om p a n i e s have est>mated that teenage drunk
drivzng accidents are costing socie t y c l os e t o $6 mi l l i on
per year. In the past five years teenage admzssions to
treatment centers have increased four-fold, although much of
thxs may be attributed to a greater a lcohol a w areness . It
indzcates that alcohol awareness is a problem with our youth
and = e e nage d r u n k d r i v i ng is not the o n ly r esul t of
combining alcohol and young people. There h a v e be en
increases in vandalism to public and private property, much
of which has been contributed to alcohol abuse. LB 493 w i l l
not solve the problem entirely, but it does make a step i n
the right direction by stiffening the penalties, and we can
send a st r ong e r m e ssage to our citizens that we wil l not
tolerate adults contributing to the alcohol abuse problem of
our youth. I would urge you to advance the bill.

PRESIDENT: Is there further discussion? S enator H i g g i n s .

SENATOR HIGGINS: Mr. Chairman, would Senator Chizek y i e l d

SENATOR CHIZEK: Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Senat or Chizek, d i d t he committee
amendments, I' ve just been reading about them, did they make

t o a q u e s t i o n ?
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