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consumer then, in the short term, finds out w h a t t h e
h ospi t a l s ch ar g e s are on the most frequent operat i o ns
performed there, and they find out what it would cost for
the different types of surgeries they may be contemplating
so that they can make comparisons. In the long term we
start moving toward the same billing form, so t h a t
eventua l l y we c an have a statewide program t o st a r t
i dent i f y i n g c os t s , a nd comparing c o s t s a n d charges between
hospitals. That is the amendment before you. I ' ve passed
out a summary of the bill, an article about efforts to
provide uniform billing in other states. W e are n ot t h e
first state to try this. A s a matter of f act , I owa ,
Minnesota and several other st a t e s have already gone t o
t h is . I f we wou l d h a v e done i t 14 ye a rs a g o when i t w a s
first introduced, we would have been ahead of our time. Now
S enator S chmi t h a s f ound us some i s s u es h e's been i n v o l v e d
in where maybe we' re a little bit behind the time. But,
nevertheless, if we eventually get to that point I'm going
t o b e a h ap py per so n . At this point I'd l ike t o ask
consideration for the amendment to the bill.

PRESIDENT: Ve r y wel l . S enator W e s e l y h as e x p la i n e d
something about t he b i l l , and h as also explained the
amendments. Is there discussion on the committee amendments
t o LB 3 82'? I f not, the motion is to adopt the amendments.
All those in favor vote aye, opposed v o t e n ay . T he mot i o n
is to adopt the committee a mendments o n L B 3 8 2 . Excuse me,
they are not comm ittee amendments . Th ey a re W e s e l y
amendment on LB 38 2 . P lease r eco r c you r v ote s o we m a y
move o n wi t h ou r day's act i v i t i e s . Ma y we h av e you
attention to the matter on the floor, senators, please. If
you wash to vote on adopting the amendments to LB 382.
please re c or d you r vot e . The motion before us i s t he
adoption of Senator Wesely's amendments to LB 382 . Pl e a se
record yo u r v ot e . Hav e y ou al l v oted ? The Cl e r k wil l

CLERK: 2 6 ay es , 0 n a y s , Mr . Pr e si d e n t , on adopt io n o f
Senator Wesely's amendment to the bill.

PRESIDENT: The Wesely amendments are a dop te d .

CLERK: M r . Pr es i d e n t , Senator Wesel y would move to amend
t he b i l l . (See Wesely amendment found on page 1345 of the
Legislative Journal.)
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