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SENATOR VICKERS: It is unfortunate that the industry that I
spent my entire life in cannot b e broad-minded en o ugh t o
recognize where their problems are at , can not be
b road-minded enough t o recognize that how they treat their
own industry is reflected on the way the state, itself, is
structured, cannot recognize the fact that when we talk
against closed shops, closed unions, or f o r c e d u ni on z s m,
that is exartly what we are doing. I wish now that I'd been
a little more aggressive with LB 456. I am conv i n c ed , a n d I
know a lot of folks are not, that the average farmer,
livestock feeder, rancher is represented behind the glass
d oors, I ' m c o n v i n c e d that that is not true. I'm convinced
t hat t he av er ag e p e r s o n out there really has some b i g
questions about those checkoff dollars t hat t h e y ' v e bee n
paying for a long period of time, and really is not that
great of an amount for any one individual. But when they
ask themselves a q uestion, you know we ' ve g ot t he se
wonderful commodity checkoff boards that we read about all
the time, we' ve got these people who are t rave l i n g a c r o s s
the seas to promote our product, and they are really going
to help us out, and then t hey g o t o t h e b ank e r an d the
banker says , can y o u p ay an y t h i n g o n you r n ot e , and they
say, no, we can' t, as a matter of fact we can' t e v e n p a y t h e
interest. I suspect there are a lot of those people that go
back home a n d t h ey s a y t o their wife, you know, M artha , I
wonder, I wonder if all that checkoff dollars h ave done u s
any good because we' re g o i n g broke. I wonder why promoting
that product is helping so much if, in fact, we can't make
any money raising it. I wonder if those organizations, who
say they are helping us out, really care that we' re going to
have to have a farm sale next week. I don't think they do.
I t h i nk t h e on l y t h i ng they care about is t h emselves,
perpetuating their own existence, having a nice little
office down here in Lincoln, being able to use s ome of t h o s e
tax...yes, their tax dollars, those checkoff dollars to get
on t h e p l a n e and g o som ewhere and talk to some foreign
nation about using some of our product, that they can talk
t hem i n t o u s i n g , adm i t t ed l y . S ome of ou r whe a t checkof f
dollars have built markets in foreign countries, C hina f o r
e xample. Guess who is selling wheat to China today? I t ' s
not the American wheat producer because w e can' t com p e t e
with some of the foreign nations because of the value of our
dollar, because of the fact that our federal government does
not ha ve e x p c rt i n g of our farm p roducts a s a ve r y h i gh
przorxty. So we built the product, we built the market, but
it didn't put any more dollars in a lot of folks pockets.
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