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V ickers .

that ha s t h e s e s p eakers l i ned up f o r r e c o g n i ti on : Senators
Haberman, Warner and Rod Johnson. The Chair will recognize
Senator Vickers just to make another introductory statement
about the matter to place it before the membership. Senator

S ENATOR VICKERS: T h ank y o u , Mr. President. Mr. President,
members, just to refresh your memory, just before we
recessed I made some introductory comments on the amendment
that is before you. The amendment is a very simple concept.
As I indicated to you then, on your d esk I hav e pa s sed ou t
to you a survey, the results of a survey of the various
commodity ch eckoff programs in a num ber of states
surrounding Nebraska that indicates that those states that
have checkoff programs in every instance, the programs are,
in fact, refundable. The checkoff dollars are refundable.
The amendment that I'm offering to you would make Nebraska's
checkoff programs the same as those other states. I t wou l d
make all the checkoff programs, the commodity checkoff
programs, refundable. T hat is the amendment that is before
t he b od y . As I indicated at the time, I think it is
important that we give the commodity checkof f b o a rd s t he
ability to influence legislation. But I ' m n o t wi l l i ng t o do
that, unless we make...

PRESIDENT: (Gavel. )

S ENATOR VICKERS: T h a n k y o u , Mr. President...unless we make
those checkoffs refundable. That is the amendment. I urge
its adoption. Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r H a berman, I have yo u f i r st on t h e l i st
for recognition.

SENATOR HABERMAN: (Response i n aud i b l e . )

P RESIDENT: O k a y . Sena t o r W arner, d o y o u w i s h to speak on
the Vickers amendment? May we have order in the Chamber
p lease , so we ma y he ar t h e speaker. (Gavel. ) Senat o r

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
Senator V i cke r s k i nd of has me in a bind. T he Legi s l a t u r e
has indicated, by adopting the amendment, that they at least
want $1,250,000 available to lobby from the c heckof f f un d s
every y e ar . A nd o n e o f my strong objections, of course, is

Warner.
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