
A pri l 2 , 19 8 5 LB 60

C LERK: 2 5 a y es , 8 n a y s o n adoption of committee amendments
to LB 60, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: The committee amendments are adopted. Do
you have anyth ing e l s e ' ?

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Vickers would move to amend.
Senator, this is your amendment on page 930 of the Journal.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vickers.

SENATOR VICKERS: This is amendment number o ne up t her e ,
right? Okay, this amendment that I offer to LB 60 is a, in
my opinion a very substantive and a very important amendment
and was referred to a little bit earlier b y Senator P i r s c h
and maybe some others, but the amendment would make al l o f
the commodity checkoff pr ograms t ha t ar e i n LB 60
refundable . I t wou l d make the funds that a re co l l e c t e d b y
the checkoff programs in a situation whereby a producer, if
he wished to get those funds back, would be able to ask for
them and get them back. Under th e c u r r en t l aw we have one
of the commodity checkoff programs that is refundable and
that i s so y b eans a nd I p a ssed ou t o n y o u r desk, you shou ld
have in front of you, the results of a survey that my office
did yesterday and completed today by calling the Department
of Agr i c u l t u r e i n the various states that are listed there
and you' ll notice that of all the states that are listed,
K ansas, I ow a , C o l o r a d o , South Dakota, Wyoming, Oklahoma,
Minnesota, Illinois, a ll of them tha t have commodity
programs, commodity checkoff programs, all of those states
the checkoff dollars are r ef un d a b l e i n each instance.
Nebraska is the only one of those states around us that it' s
n ot . N o w y o u ' l l also notice that lobbying is al l owed i n a
number of those states. Those states where it s ays f l a t
out, yes, that means that t hey' ve go t a registered lobbyist
lobbying for those commodity programs. Those that it says,
no, but indirectly means that they do have the power to
l obby , bu t t hey do n ot h av e a r eg i st e red lobbyis t
registered. My position s hould be v e r y c l e a r t o t h o se , t o
some people at l east that are interested in commodity
checkoffs. I introduced a bi l l t h i s ye ar t o e l i mi n a t e t h e
commodity checkoff programs and the reason I did is I wanted
to raise the question of whether or not they' re doing or
going to be able to do what the intent was when they were
created and I will say that since I' ve been in here I h a v e
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