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Some of them are mandatory. Secondly , you h a v e n o i n pu t as
an individual producer to what that board...no matter how
f ine o f i ndi v i du a l s t h e y are, and I do not disagree with
that, the fact remains you have n o inpu t as an i n d i v i d ua l
p t oducc t o n wh a t t l >c y d u c t <le t o l obby t o t ot l obby aga i tt s t ,
and if they are going zn a direction that you do not l i ke ,
there is nothing you can do about that either. At least if
you keep the lobbying to the organizations you can j o i n o r
n ot j o i n , you can h a v e i nput f r om t h e l o ca l l eve l on up.
You can influence the direction If yo u want to compare
government, then take the comparison all the way through.
At least those people who represent government lobbying are
s elect ed . Th ey r ep r e s en t a n e lected bo a rd . Th ey r ep r e s ent
an elected board that the people elect, and if they are
lobbying the wrong way on an issue, the individual does have
t he r ec o u r s e t h r o ug h an election. The checkoff boards,
there is no recourse at all. I would hope that you not only
reject the committee amendment, but the bill itself. It'8
t he p r i n c i p l e t h a t i s i nvo l v e d . I t ' s a m a j o r p r i n ci p l e a n d
it's wrong to use checkoff funds some of which are mandatory
for lobbying when the individual producer has no i nput t o
give direction to how those lobbying funds a re t o be used
and in most cases will not be even kno w l e dgeable o f the
position they are taking.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Pirsch.

SENATOR PIRSCH: T hank you , Nr . Sp e aker . I probably s h o u l d
call the question. I think I'm the last speaker anyway so I
t hought I wo u l d j ust t e l l a few comments of this "rurban"
senator who sits on the Agricultural Committee. I was v e ry
much impressed by the Wheat Board representative who came to
tell us and who has demonstrated through the years that I
have been here that they do very exceptional research. They
have been h i g h l y i nv o l v e d i n dev e l o p i n g m a r k e t s and in a l l
phases of their responsibilities as a checkof f bo ar d . But
part of their problem is that w hen they h a v e d o n e thei r
r esearch , when t hey hav e don e their marketing
investigations, they need to be able to have that ability to
go to those government groups that make the decision. We
spent a lot of mo ney,all of us, going to Washington to
influence those in government about our farm crisis, but
t hese a re p e o p l e who rou t i n e l y know their markets, know
t hei r bu si n e s s a n d can articulate this credibly t o t h e
various government levels that need to be told about their
research and about their marketing. Now the op p o nent s t o
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