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years we may have done irreparable damage to the economy and
also to the future development of the State of Nebraska. So
I urge your reconsideration. Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Schmit, then Senator L abedz, t h e n
Senator Sieck. Senator Schmit.

SENATOR S CHNIT: Nr. President and members o f t he
Legis l a t u r e , I d on ' t kn o w i f I can say al l I wa n t t o s a y i n
the allotted time or not, but I think it' s very important
that we review the history a little bit of where we came
f rom, how w e go t he r e a n d where we want to go. I think
perhaps as much as anyone I take some responsibility for the
fact that Initiative 300 is in the Constitution. I ' l l t e l l
y ou very f r a n k l y why , b e c ause f o r 1 2 years I h a v e s e r v e d a s
Chairman of the Ag and Environment Committee and almost
annually we had introduced in that bill an anticorporate
farm resolution. It is no secret that I have always opposed
t hat k i nd of l egi sl at i on . I felt strongly then and I
continue to feel strongly that it was not necessary . But I
would have to say that also because the Ag Committee killed
t hat l eg i sl at i on regularly that the farm organizations,
prxncipally the Farmers Union, NFO, American Agriculture and
some others decided to try to place it in the Constitution.
Whether it was placed in there under false pretenses or not,
n o one kn o w s . The facts are that they very su c c ess fu l y
were ab l e t o get the signatures to pl ace i t i n t h e
Constitution and of course the votes on the ballot. I want
to tell you also that sometimes, I 'm go i n g t o b r i n g ou t
another point of view here, why the impetus developed that
w e n e eded a n t i c o r p o r a t e farm legislation. I t ' s ki n d of
interesting that now some of the people whc, a r e mo s t
outspoken against Initiative 300 were the ones who directly
caused it to happen and let me tell you what happened. A
n umber o f y ea r s a g o , six, seven, eight years ago, the press
of this state became very concerned about what they called
the rape o f t he Sa ndhills,the abuse of th e land by
i ndi v i d u a l s a n d b y co r p o r a t i on s . You could h a r d l y p i ck up a
newspaper on a weekly basis without seeing s ome expose b y
the press of how a large corporation had moved into an area,
had p u r c h a se d l and a nd wa s d e v e l o p i n g i t much to th e
detriment of all of the rest of us if you were t o be l i e v e
the press. Let me point out what happened. The r e w as a
public reaction to that sort of development and on the floor
of this Legislature we heard it spoken many times. Senator
DeCamp and I sai d the economics vill t ake c a re o f t h e
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