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.PRESIDENT: M o t i o n p re v a i l s . Senator Wesely, you may close.

SENATOR WESELY: Th ank you . I' l l tr y and be br i e f . We' ve
spent a lot of time on the b il l a n d I apo l o g i z e f or t h a t .
But there are legitimate questions t hat have b e e n r a i s e d .
Let me tell you. As Senator Chambers s aid, you d o n ' t kno w
what this is going to do, how are you going to be able to
vote for it. Let me tell you I know what it's going to do.
I t ' s g o i n g to work great, and I'm absolutely convinced o f
that. But I know many of you have your concerns. So I ' m
t el l i n g y o u r i g h t up f r on t , and we did put a sunset clause
on this, it i s t he first t ime w e ' l l go t h r ou g h th i s
different approach to the licensure questions. S o, e v e n
though I have supreme confidence in its a bi l i t y t o wo r k , an d
other states have tried this, and it has functioned well, I
know many of yc u h ave or are experiencing trepidation about
moving forward with this legislation. I t h i n k i t wi l l wo r k .
I think what we are talking about here is pure and simple,
another opinion, an independent opinion to allow the members
of the Public Health and Welfare Committee and the members
of this Legislature another viewpoint o n t h e l i c en s u r e
issue. That is all this does. It doesn't c hange a n y
o ptions we now have, d o esn ' t change any responsibilities or

. r i ght s we now have as a Legislature, other than it gives Us
another approach and a p r o c ess that is more systematic than
t he one w e ' v e h a d i n the past dealing with the i ssue . I
think that is very important. I ' d also like to say Senator
Marsh talked about she's tried, for five years, to pass
legislation and how she's upset and isn't going to vote for
the bill. Well le t me tell you something, a l ot o f
different people have tried f or y e ar s and ye a r s. Soc i a l
workers have tried to get licensure. Other g r o ups h av e c o me
in here and failed, and f ai l ed , and f a i l ed . That f a i l u r e
h asn' t b e e n u n de r t h i s p r oc e s s t hat we a r e p r o p o s i n g . That
failure has come under the process we now have which i s n o
process at all. But it is called political power, a nd t h a t
is how we determine, presently, licensure issues, political
p ower . Th o se peo p l e , like Senator Marsh, a nd S e n a t o r
C hambers, and S e n a t o r Higgins that are usually f or t h e
underdog and the little guy, are not seeing what I see i n
t hi s b i l l . I t equ al i ze s t h e p l ayi n g field for the weak and
the strong, those that are now licensed, and those that are
not licensed. It gives them both an equal opportunity with
a n independent l o o k at the situation on the whole question
that they are proposing in terms of licensure. Maybe, for
o nce, m a yb e Senat o r Marsh will see s omething passed for
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