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.people who are on unemployment who were drawing now $20,000
a year, they lose their jobs also, they are not receiving
anywhere near the compensation that would induce them to
stay home, induce them not to l ook fo r n e w work . Tho s e a r e
people that are just out of luck. T hey don' t w an t t o b e o n
unemployment. They d on' t r un to the unemployment office.
To them unemployment is really not much help a t al l . I t i s
kind of a last resort for them. Senator Haberman made a
comment that we wou ld be l o o k i n g at a $3.5 million
expenditure. Those monies would c ome out of the
unemployment trust fund. Again, Senator Barrett said we are
at currently for December of '84, $75 million. Last ye ar i t
increased $ 11 mi l l i o n . That mea n s t h a t if the $154, my
orig i na l am e ndment, were i n p l ace , t he $ 3.5 mi l l i o n
expenditure that Senator Haberman talked about, we would
only make $7.5 million after taking in there the employers'
money, paying out the claims, collecting the interest on the
f und, we would h ave o n l y made $ 7 . 5 m i l l i on . If only all our
state agencies would only have made $7.5 mi l l i on l a st ye a r ,
w e wouldn ' t be i n su c h a b a d f ix . I am n ot say i n g w i p e o u t
the fund. I am just saying we do a good job of managing it.
These peopl e ar e i n a b ad way. T h ey ar e t h e r e t h r oug h n o
fault of their own. Anyone who quits, t hey are p ena l i z e d ,
. seven to ten weeks without a benefit. Anyone who i s f i r ed
for misconduct or whatever.

. .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR HALL: . . . t h ey , too, are required to sit through a
waiting period of seven to ten weeks. The $138 l e ve l i s n ot
a good l ev e l , I d on ' t l i ke i t , b u t I am hop i n g i t is a
compromise level, one that you can all live with. I t i s no t
a lot of money that we are talking about. It is money that
is there. I t is not an expenditure that is going to cost
the state anything. It is not going to cost employers a
dime. We are not going to raise their tax r ate f o r
u nemployment. I urge you r su p p o r t f or this amendment.
Thank you .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vard Johnson please.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Nr. Speaker and members of the body, I
rise to support Senator Hall's amendment. His amendment
probably doesn't reflect a compromise, it probably reflects
very simply an opportunity to obtain for the laboring men
and women of our state something that begins to approach a
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