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Senator Va rd Jo hnson. Please.
SPEAKER NICHOL: D e b at e ha s c e ased . Who is c l o s i n g o n t h i s ?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker and members of the body,
Senator Arlene Nelson came down here at the beginning of
this yea r an d one of the promises that she had made t o
people in her own area was that she would take a hard l o o k
at liquor taxes and also a look at the a l coho l i s m p r ograms
and the mental health programs that we had in ou r s t at e an d
if, in fact, she thought the liquor taxes were not adequate,
she would work to effect a change. Well, LB 280 is Senator
Nelson' s bill. She has made it her priority bil l a nd I
think she has done a good job in handling it. But she was
also able to quickly establish some allies from previous
years, Senator C a ro l Pi r sch w ho h ad worked o n t his s o h a r d
in previous years along with Senator Har o l d Si eck and
S enator Ray Lu n d y , and they came right in and they he lped
Senator Arlene Nelson a great deal. But i n t h e end , and
S enator P i r s c h h as b e e n so correct on this, this i ssue i s
one that doesn't simply get by the Legislature without some
negotiation and compromise and reso l u t i o n . I n f ac t , I f i nd
it interesting that we have now spent two hours on a bill
that is a negotiated bill. In fact, there are people behind
the g l ass wh o ar e i n t he. . . who p r o v id e treatment to
alcoholics and there are people from the industry behind the
g lass a l l wa t ch i n g t h i s b i l l an d I am con ident that each
one of those persons at this juncture has got to be happy
that this was a negotiated bill because if it had not been a
negot i a t e d b i l l , i t wou l d have died unceremoniously and
quick l y . Gi v en t h e d i f f i cu l t y i t h as j us t r ol l i n g al on g ,
thank goodness it was negotiated. In any event, I want to
commend the Revenue Committee for working on this. I want
to commend Senator Nelson, Senator S ieck , S e n a t o r L u n d y a n d
Senator P i r sc h . The y h av e b r ou g h t you a bill that should
pass, that will put mo ney in the treasury and that is
r espons i b l e . I move t he b i l l .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Sen ator Higgins, for what purpose do you

Poin t of

r i se?

SENATOR H IGGINS:
M r. P r e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Su r e , state your point.

SENATOR HIGGINS: I j u st want to say this. No lobbyist

personal pri vilege,
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