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.experience two year s ago when there was a ho r r endous double
d igi t i n f l at i o n, do u b l e d i g i t i n f l at i on , and I could not get
this body to say that the alcohol tax, even though I handed
out gr a phs, c h a r t s, etcetera, etcetera, w as not k ee p i n g u p
with i n f l at i o n. I cou l d t al k t o you a l o t t od ay and give
you statistics and probably should h ave, i t l ook s , on wh y
all alcohol imbibers s hould p a r t i c i pa t e i n pay i n g a tax o f
which pa r t i a l l y wi l l r ep ay t he t ax p a y e r s o f N e b r a ska .
Excessive alcohol drinking by pregnant mothers causes birth
d efects wh i c h we h ouse i n o u r st at e institutions. We have
talked a lot about driving while intoxicated a nd the c o s t s
that the state and the taxpayers as well as individuals and
hospitals and institutions across our state suffer. Child
alcoholism that was referred to earlier, that is not caused
by getting a child drunk. That i s c au s e d b y g i v i n g a ch i l d
l i quor o r bee r , a sap of beer day by day, getting them used
to it, getting them in the habit. My constituents also
answered a qu e st i on n a i r e and they were overwhelmingly in
f avor o f r a>s a n g the alcohol tax and I imagine quite a few
of my constituents are a lcoho l d r i nke r s , in fact, I would
bet a good majority of them. But they say, yes, put the tax
on the alcohol. No w we talked to you about the compromise
and, Se n a t o r B e u t ler , I t h ough t you v er y well knew that
.politics is the art of compromise. I keep hearing that from
your compromises and from others on the floor and don't tell
me that any of you haven' t. I spoke t o y o u e arl i e r a b o u t
the gentleman's agreement that I h ad no knowledge o f whe n
Senator Kahle and I introduced a bill like this. Believe
me, that is the most frustrating offensive kind of agreement
because you can't put your finger on i t . Yo u do n ' t kn o w who
is participating or why they are not voting for an increase
in alcoholism. I t is the unspoken, unwritten, unspeakable
power.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR PIRSCH: So why do we tax this industry so much?

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Wi l l raising the tax one cent on a can o f
b eer d i s c o u r age p eop l e from drinking? Will raising beer a
penny put a bar owner out of business? As a matter of fact,
it could be a boost. He will probably raise it a nickel and
make four cents on the can. I urge that you again i t i s
time to have a r aise i n t h e alcohol taxes, in fact, i t i s
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