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confused here .

programs. Am I correct'?

increase a re . v e r y modest and we know t h a t . I n f act , y o u
know, you stop and think about the number of times that we
h ave i n c r e ased t a x e s . It is not very often that we do that
o r expand tax b a se . So w ha t w e have done i s w e h av e worked
out a deal. Now Senator Beutler says he could ha v e d o ne
b ette r a n d ma yb e s o . I don ' t know that. B u t again the
offer is standing if this Legislature wants t o t r y t o d o
better, it is free to do that. It is not b ound by m y
commitment or that of the Revenue Committee, nor wil l i t
ever b e b ou nd by my commitment nor that of th e Re v enue
Committee, but we did what we thought was just and right and
appropriate under the circumstances.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, please.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Senator Nelson,
would you yield to a question because I am getting a little

SENATOR NELSON: Certainly.

SENATOR HIGGINS: The gist of what I have been getting is
the alcohol tax is to h elp t h e a l c o h o l i c a n d d e t o x i f i cat i o n

SENATOR NELSON: A lot more than that, probably forty or
frfty agenc es. I can go right down the lane, but primari'y
it is education, mental health...are you familiar with t h e
region programs~ I think we have five regions in the s ta t e
a nd my par t i cu l a r r eg i o n i s Re g i o n .

. .

SENATOR HIGGINS: Right.

SENATOR NELSON: . . . 3 , b ut .
. .

SENATOR HIGGINS: The debate on the floor has been mostly

SENATOR NELSON: Alcohol and drug abuse programs, r i gh t .

SENATOR HIGGINS: Drug programs. In the Omaha World Herald
and you may have been misquoted, Senator, they stated. ..and
this was January 19th, things could have changed since then,
but t h e y sai d , " Mrs. Ne l so n s a i d n o th i n g i n t he b i l l wou l d
require the money raised by t he new t ax t o be spent on
alcohol and drug treatment programs, but 'my hope is that a

a lcohol i s m.
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