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SENATOR V. JOHNSON: If you would like, you may o ffer a n
amendment to change the deal.

S ENATOR BEUTLER: P e r h a p s it would make some sense just to
strike the committee amendments and start again.

SENATOR V. JOEPlSON: I f you wo u l d l i ke , you may strike the
committee amendments and start again.

SENATOR BEUTLER: T h ank y ou , S e na to r J o h nson .

SPEAKER NICHOL PRESIDING

SPEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r Var d Joh n s on .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: I do want to s peak t o p ro t o c o l . I have
caused Senator Vi c ke r s t o be offended by the fact that I
make representation to a negotiated settlement o f a
difficult question i n a l e t t er and i n ad di t i on i n a
committee note. An d Senator Vickers says that it is most
unfortunate that a liquor tax bill that he intends to
i n t r oduce ne xt year wil l p r oba b l y di e i n t he Rev e n ue
Committee because of this negotiated settlement. I suspect
that it is correct that the bill would probably d ie i n t h e
Revenue Committee next ye ar be cau s e of a n e g o t i a t ed
settlement. In t ruth and fact, virtually every i ncrease
that the Nebraska Legislature has been able to effect over
the years in the alcohol tax has been the p roduct of a
negotiated settlement. We are simply carrying on one of the
fine Nebraska legislatxve traditions of compromise . I t xs
right out here on the floor. You kn o w w ha t i t i s l i ke . I t
may offend one' s sensibilities as being a free spi r i t and an
independent thinker, but again as I offered Senator Beutler,
you may work your own language if you wish . The r e i s . . . no
one is bound on this except me who put my word on i t and
that is it. Now it is not an easy task to sit as a member
of the Revenue Committee because my c o l l e a gues b r i n g i n
many, many bills to exempt many people from paying taxes.
And the Revenue Committee has the hard task of saying no to
bill after bill after bill and then finally we get a bill to
i ncrease t axe s and that is as hotly contested by t he
affected parties as is the interest to exempt people from
paying taxes. And so we end up virtually having t o t r y t o
work things out as best we can so we c an get a n i nc r e a s e , so
we can g et an i nc r e a se , b e c a u se if we can't get it worked
out, the chances on this legislative floor of getting the
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