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certain date in 1989. The letter that was sent out, I would
like to bring to your attention and to read to you a little
bit of it. It says that "The legislation has been advanced
i n t h i s f o r m wi t h t h e understanding on the part of the
Revenue Committee and among all of the principals whose
signatures appear below that this rate structure will remain
intact until the 1989 Legislative Session. No attempts will
be made to alter or circumvent the terms of this agreement
eithe r di r e ct l y or i n di r e ct l y by the parties involved. We,
t he u n d e r s i g n ed . .. " , and so forth. I counted up and at
least there are 5 members of the Revenue Committee that
signed this letter. One member was a fairly smart member
and you must have used invisible ink because I can't make
out the signature. Now I will tell you, yes, Senator
Johnson, you a r e f a i r l y s m a r t, b ut I wi l l t el l you I c ou l d
introduce a bill next year to r aise t h e t ax e s a n d I know I
might a s w e l l , wh e n I i nt r od u c e i t I mi gh t as we l l f i gu r e on
getting 30 votes because it is going to be automatically
k i l l e d i n t he co mmi t t e e . Now I would suggest to you that if
we did that in every committee in he re , w e c ou l d p r ob a b l y
e very o t he r y e a r n ot ev e n h av e a n y committees. What would
happen if the Judiciary Committee would make an agreement
with a l l t h e l obby i st s i nvo l ved , and I guess I am also a
little offended with the lobbyists' signatures on here, that
we are not going to raise the crime or the penalties for any
crimes at all for X number o f yea r s o r cou r t l aws or c o u r t
decis i o ns , o r wh a t e v e r ? I t h i n k w e w o u l d a l l be of f e n d e d b y
that if the majority of the Judiciary Committee would sign
such a letter or if the Educat i o n Commi t t e e w o u l d ge t a l l
the education lobbyists together and say, we are not going
to do anything about any of the standard s f o r edu cat ' on o r
any of the state aid formulas or anything for five years and
we are all going to sign our l i t t l e X i n b l ood t h at h is i s
what is g o ing t o ha ppen. M aybe t he p r ev i ou s Re ve n u e
Committees have done this. I hav e n o i de a . I have never
served on the Revenue Committee. But all I am telling you
is that I think it is a terrible precedent that we are
continuing. Maybe it had been set some time in the past but
I just want the body to know that as one member o f t h i s
Legislature who is not on that committee and who does not
serve on committees that are asked to sign such oaths, I am
personally offended and I think it is a disgrace for this
Legislature to knuckle under, if you will, to those folks
back of the glass doors in that fashion. I guess I woul d
like to ask Senator Johnson a question, if he is going to do
the same courtesy to the.
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