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realize that much from that grain i n t h a t a l c oh o l . I t even
miffs me, some of the opposition to this bill when you go up
and down the street the problems c aused by a l c o ho l a n d d r u g
abuse and I am not introducing this bill simply as a revenue
b i l l . I do wan t you t o know though that the b i l l . . .t h e
amount of this increase is very little more t han w h a t
i n f l a t i o n w o u l d h a v e been in the last four years. I don' t
have those...I did have the figures. I d on't have them
right underneath my finger right at the moment. So we are
not asking for a large increase. Actually to bring beer up
it . s hou ld h a v e b een brought u p t o 30 cen t s a g a l l o n a n d we
d idn ' t w a n t to make such a large increase at one t ime . I
simply saw the need for these programs. And agai n m a y I
reiterate, the people are ver y w i l l i n g t o pay f o r t h i s small
amount of tax for additional drug, alcohol abuse, mental
programs. We have a problem in our ar e a . We ar e t o l o s e
the detox center at Hastings, $183 000. I r ea l l y w o u l d n ' t
go to the dress manufacturer and .=.k for money for funding
f or a det ox ce nt er . In the testimony on t he d r i ve r ' s
license bill, the identification, who was in to testify to
retain that picture on t he d r i v e r ' s l i cen se ? The l i qu o r
dealers. They are willing to pay for it. You would t h i n k
that it would come out of the retail establisher's pocket.
It does not come out of there. And the need for t hi s i s
t remendous. As I s a y , t he s ur ve y s that I have taken, it is
n earl y a hun d r e d pe r cen t support . The on l y ones I h ad
agains t i t we r e l i qu or w ho l e s a l e r s and from out the state
you can see the ones that te t.defied during the bearding. And
due to the length of t ame xn t h at pa r t i cu l ar d ay , I have
a vailable a shee t of 21 mor e p eop l e , b usines s e s ,
i ns t i t u t i on s , al coho l i sm serv i c e s , dr ug s e r v i c e s and s o on
t hat w e r e h er e t o testify for the bill. A ctua l l y p e o p l e
just seemed to come in out of the walls when t hey saw t h i s
need. And I just...I can't even see how anyone can question
what the need is that we need for additional alcohol and
drug abuse p r o g r ams.

SENATOR MARSH: T hank you, Senato r N e l s o n . S enator V i c k e r s .

SENATOR V I CKERS: Madam President and members, the issue
with LB 280 is one that I have some sympathy for, but, quite
frankly, I w ish to speak more to t h e letter t hat was
ci r c u l a t e d w i t h Se nat o r Joh n s o n ' s i ni t i a l s at the top. I
wish t o spe ak more to the statement on the committee
statement indicating t hat t he r e h as be e n some sort o f an
agreement r e ached and these rates will be retained until a
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