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S ENATOR MARSH: Y e s , "Mrs. Johnson" .

S ENATOR V. J OHNSON: Tha n k y o u . You d i d i t t o me j u st
right, Madam Speaker. The question is this, is that what is
up for consideration right now is my amendment to the
committee amendment which s i mpl y dea l s w i t h t he opera t i v e
date of the bill and so far each o ne of ou r spe a k er s h a s
talked about the committee amendment. Could I at l ea st
limit the debate to the operative date of the bill or
advance that amendment?

SENATOR MARSH: D o any of the senators whose lights are
still remaining on wish to speak to the operat i v e d a t e ? I
call the question on the operative date amendment to the
amendment. Those in favor vote a ye, opposed n o. Sena t o r
Marsh voting aye. The Clerk will record.

ASSISTANT CLERK: Senator Marsh voting yes. 1 8 ayes, 1 n a y
on the adoption of the Vard Johnson amendment t o t h e
committee amendments.

SENATOR MARSH: The amendment to the amendment i s adopt e d .

SENATOR HEFNER: Madam President and members of the body, I
rise to support this amendment. I d i d n ' t supp o r t t he bi l l
the way it was originally written because the t axes I
t hought wou l d go up too much in too short a t i me . The
ori g i n a l b i l l wa s dr a f t ed l i ke especia l l y o n be e r i t we nt
from 14 cents a gallon to 24 cents a gal l o n a t o ne t i m e. I
thought that we needed t o phase t h e i nc r e as e i n s o i t
wouldn't be too hard for the retailers. And so I was p ar t
of the compromise, part of the compromise group that met and
worked this amendment out. The way the amendment reads now
l i k e wi t h b ee r i t would go from 14 cents a gallon to
20 cents a gallon beginning October 1, 1985. Th at i s t h i s
year yet. And then beginning October 1, 1987 it would go to
23 cents a gallon. T h e original bill would have h ad i t at
24 cent s a g al l o n . The wine, with two categories of wine,
w ould be t h e sam e . Dist i l l ed spi r i t s wou l d go from in the
original bill $2.75 to $3.00 a gallon. With the amendment
it goes from $2.75 a gallon to $2.90 a gallon beginning
October 1 , 19 8 5 and t hen up to $3.00 a gallon October 1,
1987. ; S o y ou c an see , S enator H i g g i n s , we are t r yi n g t o
phase this in so it will n ot b e t oo ha r d on t he r eta i l

S enator He fne r .
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