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SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Se nator Beutler,I suspect that could
be a d d r e s sed i n som e r u l e of conduct that the Executive
Board could take up. The truth of the matter is when we do
tax rate issues they' re sometimes extraordinarily difficult
to do and the understanding...the last time we increased the
liquor taxes was in 1981 and that again was a pr o d u ct o f an
understanding that was arrived at b e tween the R evenue
Committee and the industry and the understanding was that
the rates would not be affected f or an o t he r f o u r ye a r s . So
now four years later we' re going b ack and we , f r an k l y , h av e
arrived at another understanding and when I say , we , I m e a n
the Revenue Committee knows what the understanding is. The
industry also knows that the body turns over. I t a l s o k n o ws
that the body will not be b ound by t h e u nde r s t a n d i n g . On
the other hand at l east the understanding is set forth
c lear l y .

S ENATOR BEUTLER: Sen at o r Joh n s o n , let me ask you, for a
f e l l o w l i ke me wh o i s vo t i n g on this by virtue of that
committee report statement and by virtue of this letter that
has been passed around indicating a si g n e d and sea l ed
agreement between certain lobbyists and certain members of
the Legislature, am I to have the feeling that I, too, am
bound by this agreement? Should I vote for this b i l l ?
Should the Legislature generally have that sense or feeling?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: I d on't think that you are p ersona l l y
bound by that agree ment, n or do I t h i n k
that...(interruption)

SENATOR BEUTLER: A m I endorsing this particular agreement
of the Revenue Committee?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: I can't say that you are endorsing that
particular agreement of the Revenue Committee, but I can
tell you that the R evenue Committe e a n d i t s i nd i v i du al
members, when they put together the agreement, said very
clearly to the industry t hat we wo u ld no t i nd i v i du al l y
encourage a change until October, 1989, and t h a t , of cou r se ,
is the best that I can do. T he be st I can eve r do i s t o
g ive m y p e rs o na l as su r a nc e a n d t hat ' s t he best t h a t any
o ther pe r s on can do , but the Legislature a s a who l e ,
obviously, cannot give its personal assurance w ith r e s p e c t
to subsequent legislative sessions .
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