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h eld a s u r v e y i n my di st r i ct , two surveys, in fact. Would
you care to raise the alcohol tax for alcohol and drug abuse
p rograms7 And I h ad ov er 9 0 pe r c e n t , 97 percent i n o ne
survey. The people are willing to pay. T hey s e e t h e n e e d
and I ' m n o t r a i s i ng t h i s as a r ev en u e b i l l . I r e a l i z e t h at
the dollars do add up and they add up rapid. O n the b e e r ,
on this tax that I am proposing, it takes 1 23 cans o f b e e r
t o be a $ 1. 0 0 b i l l . I t t ake s . . . i t ' s . 4 of a c e n t o n a g l as s
of wine and .2 of a cent on spirited drinks and i t i s a v er y
negl i g i b l e am o u nt . I ' m s ayi ng t h a t if they' re having a
round of drinks at night, they' re not going to stop drinking
b ecause o f t ha t $ 1.00 b i l l t h at t he y m a y sp e n d f o r a l coh o l
tax through the year. My programs that I have tried to
develop, the need is out there, will be targeted from the
7th and the 8th grade in school through the young age of
24 and 25 an d e d uc a t i o n i n d r ug and al coho l a b use p r o g r ams.
Also when I was out campaigning, Region I I I i s wh a t w e c a l l
it, we have five regions in the state which are mental,
alcoho l an d d r ug abu s e p r og r am s and I f ou nd out how
u nderfunded t h e s e pr og r ams a r e . Actually alcohol tax and
funding for these programs has not increased appreciably in
the last four years and that was anothe r r ea s on . The t ax
h as not b e e n r ai s e d s i n c e 1 9 8 1 and I'm sure that the liquor
wholesalers . and I know the beer wholesalers did contact
their dealers and most of them do k now tha t we ' r e h a v in g
this raise in alcohol tax and, ' n fa c t , a ctua l l y t he r ai se
i s v e r y l i t t l e b i t mo r e t ha n t h e actual inflation rate and I
am introducing an A bill in a few minutes a nd I ' l l ad d r e s s
t hat .

SENATOR MARSH: We' re still on the committee amendments and
Senator Beutler is next. Excuse me, the amendment to the
committee amendment, Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: A qu estion of Senator Johnson if I may.
Senator Joh ns on , f o r the first time in m y six years I
noticed something in the committee report that I have not
seen previously. It says, the Revenue Committee has adopted
these amendments and forwards this l eg i s l a t i on t o t h e f l oor
with the understanding that the taxing structure in these
rates for alcohol will be retained until October o f 1989 .
Why is it appropriate to put into the committee report,
which i s t h e r epo r t o f t he o f f i c i al committee action, a
statement with regard to the unenforceable and unofficial
intent of individual members of the Revenue Committee with
regard to this issue?
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