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limitations on most of these types of actions. And I ask
you if a citizen is harmed, w hy should he ha v e l e s s of a
chance of re cov e r y a g a i n s t the government than against a
private corporation or firm? It makes no sense whatsoever.
The only reason that this exists, the only reason that this
exist s i s b ecau s e we have this whole doctrine cal l ed
sovereign immunity and do you remember how we discussed this
in the Commonwealth case? We have this whole doctrine of
sovereign immunity which said that the king could not be
sued, consequently it was interpreted that the government
could not be sued, and the whole history of America has been
a departure from sovereign immunity and we still have a ways
to go t o tre at the citizens of t his state fairly,
especially, especially as government gets bigger and more
pervasive it becomes even more important to give the citizen
an even break against the government just as he now has an
even break against big corporations. So I se e n o t h i n g w r o ng
and this is not a lopsided issue. This is a very difficult
issue and it will be a l o n g and t e d i ou s an d h opefu l l y
enlightening debate but nonetheless a very serious debate .
A nd to h av e t w o d e b a te s o n this subject simply doesn't make
a ny s e ns e a t al l be ca u s e b oth deb a t e s w i l l b e long a n d
tedious and torturous. So I s u ggest t o you as I s u ggested
to you at the beginning, I hope that you will see f i t t o
consolidate these discussions into a discussion of one bill.
Thank you.

S PEAKER NICHOL: T h an k y o u . Senator Schmit, please.

SENATOR S C HMIT: Mr. President and m em bers of t h e
Legislature, I rise in support of the motion by Senator
Hannibal t o b r i ng t h e b i l l t o the floor. I want to point
out very plainly here that Senator Hannibal has a v er y
excellent argument when he say s t h at t he i nd i v i du a l who
introduced the bill has, of course, when the bill comes to
the f l oo r t h e ab i l i t y t o h an d l e t ha t b i l l t o t hat
individual's satisfaction. It makes a lot of difference,
S enator P e t e r H o a g l a nd , a nd you and I b o t h k n o w i t , w h o i s
in charge of the bill. It is also very important, you know,
we used to have a lot of lip service a round h e re a b ou t h o w
we should limit bills and so t h e t en d ency was t hen t o l oa d
u p an i n di v i d u a l b i l l wi t h many, many different subjects.
Now you can load down a pickup truck to the point that the
b looming t h i n g c a n ' t move and you can we i gh t down a sadd l e
h orse t o wh er e h e c a n ' t bu d g e . A nd I h av e a h u n ch , S enat o r ,
given the information that I have here that the contents I
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