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S ENATOR HANNIBAL: Th an k yo u , Mr Speaker. Members of the
Legisl a t u re , I am goi ng t o ask your support in bringing
LB 289 from committee notwithstanding the action of the
committee. I don't know how many of you, if any, are
familiar with LB 289 and its provisions, but b asica l l y 2 8 9
was a modification of the Political Subdivisions Tort Claims

S PEAKER NICHOL: Excu s e me , S enator Ha n n i b a l . (Gavel. )
Ladies and gentlemen, please let's afford Mr. Hannibal the
courtesy to listen to him this morning. Thank you.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Tha n k you , Mr. Speaker. I u nde r st an d
that we are starting off right out of the box this morning
very ea r l y and eve r y b ody is getting on the floor. And I
a lso would under s t a nd if this is not a very exciting issue
to many people because it is a relatively specialized area
and it is not something as well known as something l i k e a
seat belt or a license plate bill but it does have a lot of
ramifications to all of us in this state because of what
effects it has on the tort claims procedure. What I want to
try to do is give you. ..and I am admittedly ignorant on the
tort claims procedure acts and I am not an attorney and so I
am not an expert at all, so I am going to try to give you
j us t a l i t t l e b i t o f bac kg r o u nd , i f I may, on what the
Political Subdivisions Tort Claims Act is. P rio r t o 19 6 8 w e
had a policy of immunity in this state which basically said
that you could not sue the state or any political
subdivision for anything in the form of a tort c la im . I n
1968 after a federal Supreme Court said that you should be
able t o d o su ch , we e st ab l i sh e d ou r own P o l i t i c al
S ubdiv i s i o n To r t Cl a i m s A ct . I h av e pa ss e d o ut on yo u r
desk...and I hope you will take just a moment to look at it,
a list of the states in our country and their area or their
category that they fall into with regard to t hei r own
Political Subdivisions Tort Claims. If you look in the far
right-hand side, you will see Nebraska noted there and it
s hows you t h a t w e ha v e right now one year statute of repose
w ith n o c ap o n o u r liability. Now what this means is we
said the political subdivisions can be sued but...this is
b ack i n 19 6 8 , bu t t hey must have a notification by the
claimant, person who has been injured or allegedly injured.
w ithi n on e y e a r of the date of occurrence a nd o n c e t h e y d o
that then the political subdivision...now remember we are
t a l k i n g ab o u t 33 0 0 po l i t i c al subdiv i s i o n s i n t h e s ta t e ,

Act.


