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have now adopted it, according to N ebraska l a w we h av e s a i d
that nonusage of safety belts cannot be considered more than
slight for purposes of compliance to Nebraska law, but that
nonusage of safety belts can be introduced for mitigation
purposes, but not m ~re than s light. And t h i s i s i n
compliance with Nebraska'., current standing in i t s c u r r e n t
l aws I wo u l d l i ke t o say that every year, if we adopt
this, we are probably going to be saving at least 85 lives.
Last ye ar tw o h u n d red a nd s ome lives were lost in the State
of Nebraska, 245, so we would probably be saving more lives
than this. We would be saving to the State of Nebraska
approximately $37 million and I passed out earlier this
morning a sheet of paper from the fiscal office and on that
paper it gave you some examples of the cost that could be
saved to our state government. Y ou c a n s e e o n t h e sec o n d
page of that statement all of the aid that goes to the
Natural Resources District, the aid to the counties and the
aid to the cities from our state only totals, if you will,
$34.4 million. So to our state government by using required
safety belts we would be saving more dol l a r s t h a n t h i s .
There are additionally on that sheet of paper other examples
of comparable expenses of money to the State of Nebraska.
We are not leading the way in this. In fact we are sadly
behind. The United States is the last industrial country to
adopt regulations such as this because of their life and
cost saving measures, not only to the country, but a l s o t o
t he co mpanie s an d i nd i v i du a l f am il i e s and p e o p l e i n ou r
count ry . Ca nad a , as s omeone has po i nt e d out, t h e r e ar e
seven pro v=nces t h a t h av e a d o p t e d this. The statistics are
overwhelming. In Ne braska w e have a b ou t 11 pe r c e n t or
12 percent compliance through all the educational programs
i nc lud i n g d r i v er ed uc a t i o n w h i c h w e fund, so something is
wrong on educational programs. You w i l l f i nd t h at wi t h t h e
adoption of t his t ype of l egi s l a t i o n com p l i a nc e wi l l
probably jump from that 11 percent to 60, hopefully 70 or
greater percent because people in o ur countr y a r e g enera l l y
l aw-abid in g i n d iv i d u a l s . We' ve found that in England before
the law it was 20 percent and after the law it's 95 percent
compliance. In Australia, the first country went f rom
3 0 percen t t o 8 0 pe r c e n t . Hopefully our statistics would be
the same way. I would say to you that thesavings t o t h e
United States totally would be $5,200,000 , 0 00 . Th at i n t h e
federal budget is approximately the amount of money used to
fund the Justice Department. I would say that i s a
considerable savings to not only our state, but also to our
n at io n an d y o u c an se e wh y we have a lot at stake in
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