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want to address you with that this afternoon is because many
times, many times a state will have to pick up t he cos t o n
these. Sometimes a driver of the car or t he o w ner of t he
car does no t hav e i ns u r ance and he i s no t a b l e t o p i ck up
the cost and so somebody has to pick up these costs and a
lot of times it comes back to the state to do this. It is
just like when we passed the child restraint law severa l
years ago. I opposed that bill because I didn't think that
we ought to tell people they ought to put their children in
a child restraint, but when I saw the fiscal impact that the
state picked up, I decided that maybe I should support this
b ecause th e ye a r be f o r e we passed this bill it cost the
Nebraska taxpayers over $5 million to pick this up. And so
I think this is what we need to analyze here today, that if
we pass a seat belt law we' re going to have l ess deat h s ,
w e' re go in g t o h ave l es s i n j u r i e s d u e t o c ar ac c i d e n t s a n d
so I think it would just becomes something of reality and I
understand that we could be picking up, t hi s p as t year ,
about $30 million in hospital bills and i n o t h e r d oct o r
bills and like that. Somebody mentioned that, well, we
can't enforce it. C e rtainly i t ' s g o in g t o b e t ou g h t o
e nforce an d w e ' r e n o t go i n g to catch everybody out there.
I n f ac t t he w a y t h e b i l l is amended now the law enforcement
officers cannot stop a car or cannot stop a d river f o r no t
wearing his seat belts, but we have those problems with
s peed l i m i t . You can b e d r i v i n g d o w n the interstate going
55 miles an hour and most of the cars and all the trucks
pass you. We have a hard time enforcing the drunken driving
l aws and I cou l d go on and on. Let ' s t al k a l i t t l e b i t
about cost. We already have the seat belts in our cars so I
f eel t h a t w e j u st as w e ll b e using them and I'm probably as
guilty as anybody here. I neglect to put my seat b e l t s o n
all the time, but I think this would be a reminder. f I
was driving down the highway and I met a patrol, I'm sure
that if this was ' aw, I w o u ld g l an ce d o w n and see wh e t he r I
had my seat belts on and I'd probably put them on i f I
d idn ' t have. Ano ther t hing t hat air bags co s t , as I
understand it, $500 to $800 per car. I also understand that
air bags are not effective in rear end collisions or from
crashes from the side and so I just feel that we ought t o go
with the seat belt law. I know there is going to be some
unhappy people about it, but I guess we' re not down here to
please eve r ybody . We ' r e d o wn he re t o do what we think is
the best and so, therefore, I would urge you to support the
committee amendment as amended.
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