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Nelson, Schmit, Beyer, Goll , Hal l , Hi g gi ns , Remmers ,
Chronis te r a n d Hoagland . (Title read.) The bill was first
read on Jan u a ry 2 1 o f t h i s ye ar . It was referred to the
Public Works Committee for hearing. The bi l l wa s ad v a nced
to General File. There are committee amendments pending,

S PEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r D eCamp, are you g o i n g to ta ke t h e

M r. Pr e s i d e n t .

committee amendmentsy

SENATOR DECAMP: Yes , Mr. President. Here i s wh at t h e
committee amendments do. They gut t h e b i l l and w i p e i t out
and destroy it and what they leave in the bill is the last
paragraph that says that in a personal injury accident or
automobile accident the court can consider whether so mebody
did or did not have a seat belt on as mitigation of damages
only, not to compare to fault thing, but mitigation of
damages. That is what the committee amendments d o. N o w I
put those committee amendments or I offered those committee
amendments and the committee adopted those amendments and
that is. quite frankly, how the bill got out of committee.
I t was my b e l i e f t he b i l l wa s goi n g t o get to the floor in
one way or anot h e r an d , t h e r ef o r e , the committee reached
this compromise when the issue got stalemated. Since i t h a s
become a national issue, a major n at i o n a l i s su e , I f e l t i t
should be deb at e d h e r e and it was on that basis then we
voted it to the floor. I g u e s s I p e r so n a l l y h a v e deep
reservations about the whole seat belt issue because i t
involves government, so to speak, stepping into our l i v e s
a nd I ' m sure you' ll hear more arguments about that. I'm
more concerned about the reason or methods the government is
doing it and that is they are not using a federal law.
They' re not using something done by the Congress . The y ar e
using something done by t he Sec r e t a r y o f T ranspor t a t i o n
El i z abet h D o l e i n k i n d of a blackmail fashion. You do this
or I am goi n g to do that, the old seat b ag o r
seat...whatever you call those baggie things, controversial
a i r bag , ye ah . And for that reason I thi nk i t ' s an
inappropriate way or method to force the legislation. At
the same time, just so you know re a l c l ear , t he committee
amendments as they are now l a t e r a l l y wi p e o ut t h e b i l l and
would e s s e n t i al l y d o n ot h i n g , k i l l t he b i l l . Therefo re , I
believe the debate can center to save a lot of time on the
amendment that Senator Morehead is going to offer to the
committee amendments which of course is reinstatement of her
bill in some form or other. So with no further adieu I
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