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t o hav ing t o . d ea l w i t h cr i m i n a l offense bills. What we are
accustomed to dealing with, though, are people w h o come i n
o n l i qu o r i s s u es , and p e o p l e who come in on video slot
issues, and other gambling offenses. A nd al l of a sud d e n ,
o ne d ay , we f ound our se l v e s f aced w i t h a bu nch of
l i b r a r i a n s . (laughter) They are a lot different from your
bartenders, and they are a lot different from the gamblers
and the l i k e , y o u k n ow, and they persuaded us that they had
a problem. And they had a bill and they had a lobbyist, and
we said, we ought to help those librarians out. Now I knew
in my heart of hearts that we had the law in the books that
w ould he l p t he l i b r ar i an s out, that we had the t heft
statu t es , a n d we h ad , yo u know, acquiring stolen property
statutes, and we had everything that they needed. But they
were a different kind of people who came b e f o r e u s . I
wanted to give them respect, Senator Hefner d i d t o o , an d
Senator Conway did too. So we put this bill out. This b i l l
is not a good bill because it is a signi f i c a n t b re ac h i n t h e
kinds of standards that we have in the criminal law which
don't deal with l i b r a r i e s , o r sy n agogues, o r c h u r c h es , b u t
they deal with a more generalized kind of offense, a theft
offense, and acquiring stolen property offense. Yes, some
offenses are not actively prosecuted b y count y a t t or n e y s
b ecause t h ey . do i n v o l v e small amounts of money. Now tha t i s
not a problem of the criminal law. That is a problem of the
prosecutorial function. You and I should not begin the
process of clobbering up our criminal law because our county
attorneys are reluctant to prosecute. W e should s i mp l y . . in
this context we should make certain that library boards,
themselves, take the time to encourage their employees to go
to the homes of some of the users of the services to recover
books, to use traditional civil means to recover books. But
we probably should not vote to break the dam, so to speak,
on the essential purity of our c rimina l c o d e . I do t h i nk
the Judiciary Committee, for the last eight years, has done
a doggone good job in making certain that we don't have
special legislation for this, and specia l l eg i s l at i on f or
that, but instead that we keep our criminal code on a pretty
h igh p l a ned l e v e l . At t h i s t i me I am go i n g to break faith
of the committee, vote to kill LB 288, and recommend that
you do t h e s a me .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Se nator Hefner, f or wha t pu r po s e d o you

SENATOR HEFNER: (Response i n aud i b l e . )

r i se?
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