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SENATOR B EUTLER: Mr . S pe ak e r and members of the
Legislature, if you look closely at the amendments that have
been proposed to you, you will see that the proponents of
the bill are in utter and total retreat. They have changed
every provision in the bill almost and tried to tell us that
now these things which are duplicative and confusing are
going t o be in f r act i ons . I t is like the army is in full
retreat and they are putting a little company there to hold
off the enemy and saying, this is still good, we are still
going t o wi n . Bu t a l l t h i s is is a face-saving amendment
instead of having te admit that this is a totally bad bill.
N ow what t h e b i l l , gen er a l l y sp e a k i n g , i s do i ng n o w i s
changing all these different things t o what w e ca ll
infractions. And what are infractions? Infractions are a
little category of crime that we c reated a c o u p l e y e a r s a g o
to deal with possession of small amounts of marijuana and
says that anything that is not a misdemeanor and is not a
felony is an infraction. An infraction, you can't send
anybody t o j a i l , t h e p ena l t y is $100 fine for a f irst
vio l a t i o n , a $ 1 t o $3 0 0 f i ne f o r the second violation and a
$500 fine for the third violation. That is what these
infractions are. When the criminal code was revised a few
years ago we tried to get rid of all these different types
of categories of crimes and put things in a logical kind of
o rder , bu t now si x or seven new infractions a re be i ng
invented and thrust into this category of infraction and
causing, I suggest to you, great confusion. But the main
point that I want to make with regard to these infractions
is it is going to have, in my opinion, in this particular
situation an effect that is directly contrary to w hat t h e
proponents of the bill intend. And I g o b a c k a n d a s k y o u t o
remember again that the major problem i n t h i s ar e a , i n my
opin on, at least, is that the county attorneys and th e c i t y
prosecutors are reluctant to prosecute on smal l d ea l s . Tha t
zs t h e p r ob l em. Now i f you ch an ge t h ese t hi ng s r om
misdemeanors which are more serious offenses to infractions,
I ask you, how are you going to get a county a t t o r n e y o r a
city prosecutor to chase an infraction? You are g oing to
have completely the opposite effect. Y ou are going to
exacerbate the problem of getting prosecution. Just t o gi ve
you an example, and this is where my amendment. ..but this is
what my amendment actually does. In the committee
amendments it says that this t h ing t h a t t h e y h a d o r i g i na l l y
classified as criminal i mpersonat i o n i s g oi ng t o become an
i n f r a c t i o n . Cr i mi n a l i mp e r s o n a t i o n i s a Class 2 misdemeanor
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