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PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BE U TLER: M r. Speaker and memb e r s of t h e
Legislature, I hope you will give very serious consideration
t o t h i s b i l l b eca u s e t h i s b i l l i s an example of the type of
problem that we have time after time in the Legislature
because of w ha t I c a l l t he m o de l b i l l s yndrome. A n d t h e s e
organizations that hang out in Washington and represent
groups of this or groups of that always need something to
d o, o f c ou r s e, a n d o n e o f t he t hings t h e y d o a re p r o p o s e
model b i l l s wh i ch t h ey pu r po r t t o be applicable to every
state in the Union. And the problem is they a re n o t
applicable to every state in the Union. U nless you do a
g reat d ea l o f wo r k on ea c h o ne , y o u h a v e a p i e c e o f t r ash .
And I ' t h i n k t h a t b asi c al l y , and I am talking about the green
copy of the bill, that this b i l l i s i n v er y bad con d i t i on
and does a lot more harm than i t d o e s g o od . Two y e a r s ago,
t hree y e ar s ago , t h e City o f L i n co l n h ad a problem with
losing library materials and I examined that situation
because I was interested in what could be d one in the
Legis l a t u r e t o al l ev i at e the situation. And when t h a t
situation was examined and I submit to y ou that that
situation is the same as the situation across the state , t h e
problem did not have to do with the laws of this s' ate. It
defi n i t e l y d i d n ot h av e t o do wi t h t h e l aw s of this state.
We have adequate l aws i n t hi s st at e t o de al with t h e t he f t
of l i b r ar y mat e r i a l s . The p r o b l e m had t o do with t wo
things. It had to do with the fact that city prosecutors
a nd count y at t o r n e y s are not willing to prosecute and go
through the rigamarole of prosecution for the collection of
a small amount of money, in their opinion. So we p a s sed a
law...you may remember t hat w e p a s sed a l aw a couple y e a r s
ago that made a couple of changes, and one of the important
changes t ha t wer e m ade was that county attorneys a nd c i t y
p rosecut o r s cou l d ch ar g e fees, attorney's fees and court
cost against people who were found guilty of theft o f t h e
library materials. So we solved that problem or we sought
to solve that problem. You can't solve it entirely. These
county attorneys are independently elected county attorneys
and if they are not going to prosecute, t hey ar e no t g oi ng
to prosecute. But making another law for them to prosecute
i s no t g oi ng t o he l p t he s i t u at i on at a l l . But the most
important problem is simply this. Librar y peo p l e see
themselves in the business of getting out as m uch l i b r a r y
mater ia l t o pe op l e as possible and that is a very p o s i t i ve
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