
March 28, 1985 LB 288

February 15 , . Se n a tor Cha mbers's motion to indefinitely
postpone the bill is now before the Legislature.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . Chairman and m embers of the
Legislature, if you have looked at this bill at a ll , yo u
will see what a very terrible job of draftspersonship it is
and the penalties and powers given to the librarians and
their agents exceeds those powers given to uniformed police
officers. I had talked to some librarians one day when they
were down here delivering pies to each member of t he
Legislature and I talked to them about this b i l l a n d sai d ,
based on the bill that you have before the Legislature now,
this pie may be like the poisoned apple given to Snow White,
taking literary liberties, and they said, I don't know what
b il l y o u a re t al ki ng a b o u t. So I sh o wed t h e m t h i s b i l l and
showed where a r r e s t s c an be made o f p e o p l e in the l i b r ar y ,
away from the library, arrested in their own home without a
warrant, that even if the arrest i s i l l ega l , t he ag e n t s w h o
perform the arrest are given immunity. They said t h ey ne v e r
heard of su ch a t h i ng . It was never presented to them.
They a re n ot i n f av or of that type o f adversarial
relationship. established between them and a l i b r a r y b e c ause
t he onl y pu r po s e t h e y h av e a s librarians was in trying to
encourage the public to read, become more cultured and make
mater i a l s ava i l ab l e t o accomplish that purpose. And i f
anybody doubts what I am saying, just find who the two
ladies were who delivered the pie to Senator Chambers. I am
sure that they had assignments and you can confirm what I am
t e l l i n g you . Now t h i s b i l l shou l d have g o n e t o t he
Judiciary Committee because i t dea l s with crimes and
punishments and another bill earlier dealing with the same
type of subject matter did go before that committee. But
because of the atrocious nature of the bill and those who
offered it k new that it would be subjected to c ar ef u l
scrutiny and not allowed to come out in this form and
probab' y not at all because adequate laws are on the books
now, it was shunted to Senator Hefner's committee. Now if a
committee offers a bill and wants to say that it was offered
pursuant to a study, certainly the bill ought to say what
those who r e p r e sent i t a s b e i n g , i t sh ou l d say th at . The y
should have been very careful in the handling of the bill.
Pfter all, they studied it. This thing is worse than LB 407
in its draftspersonship. I f yo u l ook on p age 2 , what
triggers all of these powers for t he l i b r a r y pe r so n s a n d
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