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physician assistants could practice independently o f t h e i r
physician sponsors, but they would have t o be i n t ou ch b y
telephone. That telephone contact would have to be adequate
to make sure that there was quality medical care provided.
That is an important amendment in the committee amendments.
Also the fact that they could practice independent o f t h e
physician would be subject to sight visits and approval on a
case-by-case b a s i s b y t he b o a r d s o t hat we would b e a s s u r ed
of quality in terms of the provisions of se r v i c e s b y t h e
physician assistant. Also, the committee amendments provide
that the physician assistant has to be subject to the rules
and regulations of a hospital if they practiced there, which
is not very often, but if they would they would come under
those r u l e s and r eg s . Fina l l y , t he b i l l , as i nt r o d u ced ,
would have a supervising physician included on the board of
examiners. We struck that pr ovision. Those a r e t h e
committee amendments. They are important t o th e b i l l . I
a sk t ha t t h e y b e a p p r o v ed .

PRESIDENT: Is there discussion on the committee amendments?
If not, the motion is to adopt them. All those in f a v o r
v ote aye , op po s e d v o t e nay. W e a re v ot i ng on t he Pub l i c
Health and Welfare Committee amendments to LB 132. Have you

CLERK: 28 ayes, 0 nays on adoption of committee amendments
to the bill, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: The committeeamendments are adopted. Senator
Conway.

SENATOR CONWAY: Mr. President, me~:bers o f t h e bo d y , an
additional concern on the bill was brought forward by virtue
of some concern the pharmacists had. W e have s i n ce b e e n
able t o w o rk out an agreement between the pharmacists, the
physicians and the PAs. They all seem to be a pproving o f m y
amendment which, basically, would identify those drugs that
the physician's assistant could b e i n v o l v e d i n . Wha t we
h ave do n e i s a l l owed them to co ntinue t o practice a
prescription, as they had been in the past, under direct
supervision of the physician. But they would be excluded
f rom dea l i n g w i t h or p r esc r i b i ng medicat i o n s i n t he area of
the Schedule II drugs, which ar e sp e c i f i c al l y i den t i f i ed i n
the statutes. My amendment, like I s ay, has b een a d r a w i n g
together of those minds and a concern that the pharmacists
have h a d. They hav e agreed t o a l l ow the p h y s ic i a n ' s

all voted? The Clerk will record.
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