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bill advance. In fact, I' ve been accused of carrying it
very reluctantly and slowly, but that is not true. I ' d j u s t
l ike t o say t h i s , t h e b i l l , I believe, that we passed in
' 71, ha s c r ea t e d a n ethanol fuels industry. I t has b e e n
copied, not only in the State of Nebraska, but in many other
states and in other countries throughout the world. Had i t
been followed more enthusiastically we might not be in t h e
desperate financial condi t i o n s we ar e h e re . . . we f i n d
o urselves i n h e r e t o d a y . I t i s ki nd o f i nt e r e s t i n g t h a t t h e
Nebraska Legislature is criticized oftentimes for not doing
things right, for the things we d o wrong, an d w e p r o b ab l y
made some mistakes. But I don't think that anyone in the
State o Nebraska or the United States can say t hat we d i d
the ws .,; thing when we started this gasohol program. The
Nebraska Gasohol Committee has functioned very efficiently,
v ery f r u ga l l y , and h as b een f i nan c e d b y t he f ar m e r s
themselves from the money they normally receive from their
tax refund gasoline. There are not ver y ma ny members who
w ere here when t h i s p ro g r a m star t ed , b ack i n 19 71 . I would
like to say that during the period of years that we have
followed up on this program we have made some changes to the
program. They have all been for the good and they' ve all
benefited the industry. Now we are g o i n g t o t r y t o see i f
the ethanol industry can survive with a little less of a tax
i ncent i v e . I wan t t o say t h i s ag a i n , I t h i nk i t mi gh t b e a
l i t t l e p r e m at u re , b ut I h ave severa l ot he r i d eas t hat w e
will discuss with you later on, perhaps on Select File, that
might reduce the drain further on the roads fund and might
give the ethanol industry a greater incentive to produce.
So if there are no further questions, Mr. President, I move

PRESIDENT: An amendment is being offered now.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Vard Johnson has an amendment
to the bill, found on page 755.

P RESIDENT: Sen a t o r Hefner , you goi ng t o h andle t hi s
p roposal ?

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr . President and members o f t h e bod y , I
move for the adoption of the Vard Johnson amendment. Afte r
the Revenue Committee advanced this bill to the floor, the
Tax Commissioner noticed that there was not an operative
date in this bill. So what this amendment does is puts 'n a
January 1 , 1 9 8 5 , o p e r a ti v e d a t e . We need this amendment to

t he b i l l b e adv a n ced .
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