
M arch 27 , 1 9 85 L B 171, 2 53

Mr. C l e r k .

you a l l v ot e d? Th e m o ti o n is the adoption of the Lamb
amendment to LB 171. Have you all voted'? Record the vote,

C LERK: 2 ay e s , 15 nay s , M r. Pr e s i d e n t , on adoption of the

PRESIDENT: The motion fails and the time is expired for the
d ebate o n L B 17 1 . We go to L B 2 58 , 253 .

C LERK: Mr . Pr es i d e n t , 2 5 3 w a s a bill that was introduced by
the Public Health and Welfare Committee. (Ti t l e r e a d . ) The
b il l w a s r e a d on Ja n u ar y 1 7 , referred to the Public Health
Committee, was advanced to General File, Mr. President. And
I have no c ommittee amendments a lthough I do h av e an
amendment from Senator Wesely to the bill. S enator Wesel y ' s
amendment ss on page 966 of the Journal.

PRESIDENT: T he C h a ir recognizes Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you , M r . Pr e s i d e n t , I ' l l b ri e f l y g o
over the bill and then tell you why we need the amendment.
The b i l l i t sel f i s a bill brought to the committee b y t h e
Department of Health in conjunction with the nursing home
industry in the State of Nebraska. The bill deals with the
problem that we' ve had in the rural areas of the state where
nursing homes have had instances where individuals that need
a s l i g h t l y h i ghe r l ev e l o f c ar e have to be shipped out of
t hose homes t o a " k i l l e d nu r s i ng facility when in fact with
a very minimal adjustment in their care level they would be
able to stay in that rural nursing home. I' ll give you an
example. Rig ht now intermediate care fa cilities are
basica l l y l i mi t ed t o e i gh t hou r s of nu r s i n g h o me s ervi ce s o r
nursin g s e r v i ce s . Un l es s a n ind i v i d u a l ne ed s a s hot ev e r y
12 hours, that's twice a day 12 h o u r s a p a r t , and t ha t sh ot
has to be administered b y a n u r s e . Bu t t h e ICF facility
only allows for eight hours of nursing servi ce s s o j u st
because of that small change and it wouldn't be that hard to
provide for that small adjustment i n ca re . Tha t pe r s o n h a s
to be moved out of that nursing home to a skilled facility
somewhere else and it is a higher rate of reimbursement as a
result of that c hange and there is di sruption t o t h e
i ndi v i d ua l a n d t he n ursing h omes a r e really not winners on
that situation at all n or ar e t he p eo p l e i n th e n ur si ng
homes. So the thought is to go from two levels of nursing
home ICF care to three. That a l l ow s a slightly greater

amendment.
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