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property taxes. I think that is a concern many o f u s h a v e .
To have a property tax relief program that, in fact, is of
greater benefit to those who are wealthier, to those who
have greater wealth and possession is I think an approach
completely opposite of what most of us would feel is in the
best interests of the state. It reminds me in part of
President Reagan' s effort to have a 10 percent tax cut which
was roundly booed by many individuals although it eventually
was enacted, but nevertheless many people across t hi s l an d
saw the fact that that rebate return on tax is going much
more to the wealthy than to the average or poor individual
in this country and I see this as the s ame concept . Tho s e
that have wealth, those that have high property values are
the ones that are going to receive the greatest amount o f
tax relief. Now you can say, well, that is fair, that is
t he s a m e p er c e n t a ge r eturn . Bu t I se e it completely
different. I think those i ndi v i d u a l s h ave demonstrated
through their ownership of that property that they have the
abi l i t y t o pa y t ax es , t hat t h e y h a v e t he ab i l i t y t o mee t
their obligatxons to our state. But I am a l o t mo r e
concerned with those people that don't have a gr e at d e a l o f
wealth and don't have a great deal of property and the sort
o f pr op e r t y t axe s they are paying really hits them much
harder, I believe, and I am particularly concerned about the
homeowner in this state. And when I say that, the facts, I
think, are clear that the homeowner in Nebraska has been the
one p r o p e r t y t ax p a yer that hasn't seen much o f th e t a x
relief we talk about a lot on t hi s f l oo r . I n f ac t , i t i s
the homeowner that has been th e on e p er s o n t hat w e hav e
forgotten about in all t he d i s c u s s i on s a n d w e have h ad a
very minimal homestead exemption program that a mounted t o
$17 pe r h o meowner . no t exactly a very hefty attempt at
property tax relief. And we di d p a ss a bi l l l ast ye ar t o
provide a s l i gh t l y la r g e r h om este ad e x emption i n t h e l i ne of
maybe 60 or 70 dollars, but that one is now jeopardized and
there is a question of whether that will be f unded or n o t .
So other than those initiatives, we really haven't attempted
to address their concerns, yet what about other taxpayers
and what about their property tax relief that we would like
to provide to them? For the farmer we have provided ag land
Amendment 4. This has been in the Constitution for a l on g
time. The provisions of that t ax advant age h ave b een t h e r e
for a long time. I opposed it when it was proposed on the
amendment. It was adopted by the people of this state and I
have not done anything further to oppose its implementation.
We have seen from Senator Landis t hat we a r e g o in g to see
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